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From the Preface: 'Buddhism is a religion which must be viewed from many angles. Its original form, as
preached by Gautama in India and developed in the early years succeeding, and as embodied in the
sacred literature of early Buddhism, is not representative of the actual Buddhism of any land today. The
faithful student of Buddhist literature would be as far removed from understanding the working activities
of a busy center of Buddhism in Burmah, Tibet or China today as a student of patristic literature would
be from appreciating the Christian life of London or New York City.'
Buddhism in the Modern World explores the challenges faced by Buddhism today, the distinctive forms
that it has taken and the individuals and movements that have shaped it. Part One discusses the modern
history of Buddhism in different geographical regions, from Southeast Asia to North America. Part Two
examines key themes including globalization, gender issues, and the ways in which Buddhism has
confronted modernity, science, popular culture and national politics. Each chapter is written by a
distinguished scholar in the field and includes photographs, summaries, discussion points and
suggestions for further reading. The book provides a lively and up-to-date overview that is indispensable
for both students and scholars of Buddhism.
A compelling question for people of faith today is how to remain committed to one's own religious
tradition while being open to the beauty and truth of other religions. For example, some fear that
Buddhism is a threat to Western faith traditions and express grave doubts about interreligious and crosscultural encounters. Yet, many who have actually broadened their experience profess to have developed
a deeper understanding of and a deeper commitment to their tradition of origin. This is what makes
Beside Still Waters: Jews, Christians, and the Way of the Buddha such a new and meaningful
contribution. Rather than offering research or lectures, Beside Still Waters takes a deeply personal
approach, allowing the reader to delve into the individual experiences of fourteen Jews and Christians
whose encounters with Buddhism have truly impacted their sense of religious identity. As Jack Miles,
author of God: A Biography, says in the book's foreword, "The Buddhist presence in the religious world
is far larger than a head-count of Buddhists can reveal." Beside Still Waters upholds this point by way of
the diverse and eloquent authors who lend their perspective in its pages; these include Sylvia Boorstein,
John B. Cobb, Norman Fischer, Ruben Habito, and other important members of the Jewish, Christian,
Buddhist, and scholarly communities. Their collected anecdotes and interviews amount to an
unprecedented and enduring work, sure to deepen our ability to understand each other, and therefore,
ourselves.
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A national bestseller and acclaimed guide to Buddhism for beginners and practitioners alike In this
simple but important volume, Stephen Batchelor reminds us that the Buddha was not a mystic who
claimed privileged, esoteric knowledge of the universe, but a man who challenged us to understand the
nature of anguish, let go of its origins, and bring into being a way of life that is available to us all. The
concepts and practices of Buddhism, says Batchelor, are not something to believe in but something to
do—and as he explains clearly and compellingly, it is a practice that we can engage in, regardless of our
background or beliefs, as we live every day on the path to spiritual enlightenment.
The widespread influence of Buddhism is due in part to the skill with which a way of liberation was
refined by it's teachers and became accessible to people of diverse cultures. In this dynamic series of
lectures, Alan Watts takes us on an exploration of Buddhism, from its roots in India to the explosion of
interest in Zen and the Tibetan tradition in the West. Watts traces the Indian beginnings of Buddhism,
delineates differences between Buddhism and other religions, looks at the radical methods of the
Mahayan Buddhist, and reviews the Four Noble Truths and The Eightfold Path
This volume seeks to answer the question of how the Buddhist monks in today's Sri Lanka—given
Buddhism's traditionally nonviolent philosophy—are able to participate in the fierce political violence of
the Sinhalese against the Tamils.
Many people who are drawn to Buddhism today are seeking for spiritual knowledge as opposed to
simple faith or sectarian belief. Hermann Beckh had a profound personal connection to the Buddhist
path and the noble truths it contains, yet he was also dedicated to a radical renewal of Christianity.
Assimilating the groundbreaking research of Rudolf Steiner (1861–1925), Beckh’s comprehension of
Buddhism was neither limited to historical documents nor scholarly research in philology. Rather, from
his inner meditation and spiritual understanding, he saw the earlier great world religions as waymarks
for humanity’s evolving consciousness. In the modern world, the apprehension of Christianity needed to
be grounded firmly in a universally-valid, inner cognition and experience: ‘In this light, knowledge
becomes life.’ Hermann Beckh – Professor of Tibetan Studies and Sanskrit in Berlin, subsequently a
founding priest of The Christian Community – first published this mature study in 1925. Having already
produced the comprehensive Buddha’s Life and Teaching in 1916, Beckh’s sweeping perspectives
combined with his extensive academic knowledge provided a unique grounding for authoring this work.
As he notes, From Buddha to Christ follows a path of development, ‘both of method and goal’. Thus,
studying this book is itself a path of knowledge and potential initiation. Beckh’s universal insights
remain relevant – and if anything have gained in value – to twenty-first century readers. This edition
features an additional essay, ‘Steiner and Buddha: Neo-Buddhist Spiritual Streams and Anthroposophy’
(1931), in which Beckh, for the first and last time, explains his lifelong personal connection to the
Buddhist path.
Stephen Covell addresses fully contemporary Buddhist life and institutions - topics often overlooked in
the conflict between the rhetoric of renunciation and the practices of clerical marriage and householding
that characterise much of Buddhism in today's Japan.
The editors bring some of the leading voices in Buddhist studies to examine the debates surrounding
contemporary Buddhism's many faces. Race, feminism, homosexuality, psychology, environmentalism,
and notions of authority are some of the issues confronting the religion today. 9 photos.
Uses an 'issues-based' approach Carefully researched and planned to help you create 'religious literate'
and interested studentsExplores religious questions, meanings, and interactions in a thematic way
covering the real concerns of today's worldBook A: Religions in the World A challenging book that
offers a thought-provoking response to how religions interact with the world today. A book covering the
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essence of six world religions: Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and Sikhism. This
book is a course companion especially suitable for Years 7-9. It may be used alongside existing
'Religion for Today' titles and forthcoming titles for Key Stage 3.
Buddhism for Today is part of a series of texts designed to fit the SCAA model syllabuses, which
emphasise "learning about" and "learning from" religion. Each book consists of 29 two-page spreads
with readable text that is highly illustrated and supported by activities. Each book has a one-page
glossary and a one-page index. Buddhism for Today explores Buddhism through the three key concepts
of the Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha.
This translation of a 1982 volume published in Bern (Paul Haupt Verlag) by a Swiss theologian with a
longstanding interest in dialogue between Buddhism and Christianity features an examination of the
Kyoto school of Japanese philosophers who attempted to engage with both Christianity and secular Wes
*Explains how Buddhism spread from the time of the Buddha to the present day. *Explains the Buddha's
life and the different teachings of different Buddhist sects. *Includes pictures depicting the Buddha and
other important people, places, and events. *Includes Book 1 of the Hymns of the Sama Veda A lot of
ink has been spilled covering the lives of history's most influential figures, but how much of the forest is
lost for the trees? Throughout time, people have been religious by nature, and billions today adhere to
unique faiths across the world. In Charles River Editors' Religions of the World, readers can get caught
up to speed on today's religions and yesterday's religions in the time it takes to finish a commute, while
learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known. In the West, Buddhism is a religion that
everyone has heard of but one that few truly understand aside from Buddhists themselves. For almost
2,500 years, Buddhism has been dominant on the Indian subcontinent, based on the traditions, beliefs,
and practices that came about from the teachings of the Buddha (Siddhartha Gautama), the Sansrkit
word for "the awakened one." Today, three distinct branches of Buddhism have mostly fanned out across
Asia, and it's believed that upwards of half a billion people practice Buddhism today, and some of the
traditional practices and principles of the religion, including the concepts of karma, reincarnation and the
practice of yoga are all commonplace ideas across the world. Who was the Buddha, how did Buddhism
become one of the world's major religions, and what are the main concepts and teachings of the religion?
Religions of the World: The History of Buddhism examines the history and main tenets of Buddhism,
explaining the way the religion has evolved over time, the similarities it shares with other religions and
the differences that make it unique. Along with pictures of important figures and places, you will learn
about Buddhism like you never have before, in no time at all.
Bringing together 15 essays by international Buddhist scholars, this book offers a distinctive portrayal of
the life of Buddhism. The contributors focus on a range of religious practices across the Buddhist world,
from New York to Tibet.

From one of America’s most brilliant writers, a New York Times bestselling journey through
psychology, philosophy, and lots of meditation to show how Buddhism holds the key to moral clarity
and enduring happiness. At the heart of Buddhism is a simple claim: The reason we suffer—and the
reason we make other people suffer—is that we don’t see the world clearly. At the heart of Buddhist
meditative practice is a radical promise: We can learn to see the world, including ourselves, more clearly
and so gain a deep and morally valid happiness. In this “sublime” (The New Yorker), pathbreaking book,
Robert Wright shows how taking this promise seriously can change your life—how it can loosen the grip
of anxiety, regret, and hatred, and how it can deepen your appreciation of beauty and of other people. He
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also shows why this transformation works, drawing on the latest in neuroscience and psychology, and
armed with an acute understanding of human evolution. This book is the culmination of a personal
journey that began with Wright’s landmark book on evolutionary psychology, The Moral Animal, and
deepened as he immersed himself in meditative practice and conversed with some of the world’s most
skilled meditators. The result is a story that is “provocative, informative anddeeply rewarding” (The New
York Times Book Review), and as entertaining as it is illuminating. Written with the wit, clarity, and
grace for which Wright is famous, Why Buddhism Is True lays the foundation for a spiritual life in a
secular age and shows how, in a time of technological distraction and social division, we can save
ourselves from ourselves, both as individuals and as a species.
Most introductions to Buddhism look at the life of the Buddha, and the practice of Buddhism in the West
today. But this is rather like publishing a book on Christianity, and only mentioning Jesus and the
Church of England. In this wide-ranging new study, Bristol University's Pascale Engelmajer seeks to
relocate Buddhism in its historical and global context. This important new thinking is grounded in the
stories of four people who are practising Buddhism around the world in very different ways. By
celebrating the diversity of Buddhism, Dr Engelmajer tells a story that is often lost beneath Western talk
(and confusion) about Feng Shui, yoga, and the Dalai Lama.
Your hands-on guide to this widely practiced and ancient religion Buddhism, one of the world's most
widely practiced religions, is a fascinating yet complex eastern religion that is rapidly spreading
throughout western civilization. What does it mean to be a Buddhist? What are the fundamental beliefs
and history behind this religion? Buddhism For Dummies explores these questions and more in this
updated guide to Buddhist culture. You'll gain an understanding of the origins of this ancient practice
and how they're currently applied to everyday life. Whether you're a searcher of truth, a student of
religions, or just curious about what makes Buddhism such a widely practiced religion, this guide is for
you. In plain English, it defines the important terms, explains the key concepts, and explores in-depth a
wide range of fascinating topics. New and expanded coverage on all the schools of Buddhism, including
Theravada, Tibetan, and Mahayana The continuing relevance of the Dalai Lama Updated coverage on
daily observances, celebrations, styles, practices, meditation, and more Continuing the Dummies
tradition of making the world's religions engaging and accessible to everyone, Buddhism For Dummies
is your essential guide to this fascinating religion. Buddhism For Dummies (9781119643265) was
previously published as Buddhism For Dummies (9781118023792). While this version features a new
Dummies cover and design, the content is the same as the prior release and should not be considered a
new or updated product.
The vast majority of books on Buddhism describe the Buddha using the word enlightened, rather than
awakened. This bias has resulted in Buddhism becoming generally perceived as the eponymous religion
of enlightenment. Beyond Enlightenment is a sophisticated study of some of the underlying assumptions
involved in the study of Buddhism (especially, but not exclusively, in the West). It investigates the
tendency of most scholars to ground their study of Buddhism in these particular assumptions about the
Buddha’s enlightenment and a particular understanding of religion, which is traced back through
Western orientalists to the Enlightenment and the Protestant Reformation. Placing a distinct emphasis on
Indian Buddhism, Richard Cohen adeptly creates a work that will appeal to those with an interest in
Buddhism and India and also scholars of religion and history.
In the West, Buddhism is a religion that everyone has heard of but one that few truly understand aside
from Buddhists themselves. For almost 2,500 years, Buddhism has been dominant on the Indian
subcontinent, based on the traditions, beliefs, and practices that came about from the teachings of the
Buddha (Siddhartha Gautama), the Sansrkit word for “the awakened one.” Today, three distinct branches
of Buddhism have mostly fanned out across Asia, and it's believed that upwards of half a billion people
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practice Buddhism today, and some of the traditional practices and principles of the religion, including
the concepts of karma, reincarnation and the practice of yoga are all commonplace ideas across the
world. Who was the Buddha, how did Buddhism become one of the world's major religions, and what
are the main concepts and teachings of the religion? This looks at the history of Buddhism and how it
impacted Christianity. From the preface:“A volume that proves that much of the New Testament is
parable rather than history will shock many readers, but from the days of Origen and Clement of
Alexandria to the days of Swedenborg the same thing has been affirmed. The proof that this parabolic
writing has been derived from a previous religion will shock many more. The biographer of Christ has
one sole duty, namely, to produce the actual historical Jesus. In the New Testament there are two
Christs, an Essene and an anti-Essene Christ, and all modern biographers who have sought to combine
the two have failed necessarily. It is the contention of this work that Christ was an Essene monk; that
Christianity was Essenism; and that Essenism was due, as Dean Mansel contended, to the Buddhist
missionaries "who visited Egypt within two generations of the time of Alexander the Great." ("Gnostic
Heresies,")”
By establishing a dialogue in which the meditative practices of Buddhism and Christianity speak to the
theories of modern philosophy and science, B. Alan Wallace reveals the theoretical similarities
underlying these disparate disciplines and their unified approach to making sense of the objective world.
Wallace begins by exploring the relationship between Christian and Buddhist meditative practices. He
outlines a sequence of meditations the reader can undertake, showing that, though Buddhism and
Christianity differ in their belief systems, their methods of cognitive inquiry provide similar insight into
the nature and origins of consciousness. From this convergence Wallace then connects the approaches of
contemporary cognitive science, quantum mechanics, and the philosophy of the mind. He links Buddhist
and Christian views to the provocative philosophical theories of Hilary Putnam, Charles Taylor, and Bas
van Fraassen, and he seamlessly incorporates the work of such physicists as Anton Zeilinger, John
Wheeler, and Stephen Hawking. Combining a concrete analysis of conceptions of consciousness with a
guide to cultivating mindfulness and profound contemplative practice, Wallace takes the scientific and
intellectual mapping of the mind in exciting new directions.
This volume seeks to answer the question of how the Buddhist monks in today's Sri Lanka—given
Buddhism's traditionally nonviolent philosophy—are able to participate in the fierce political violence of
the Sinhalese against the Tamils.
This companion to volume 9 continues the story of Dr B.R. Ambedkar and his role in the revival of
Buddhism in India. It includes a celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of Dr Ambedkar’s conversion to
Buddhism, a commentary on Dr Ambedkar’s article ‘Buddha and the Future of His Religion’, articles on
the mass conversion in 1956, an account of Sangharakshita’s visit to Nagpur at the time of Dr
Ambedkar’s death, and notes from some of the hundreds of talks Sangharakshita gave in India during
the next few years, as well as later talks he gave both in India and in the West.
Today Buddhism is often presented as a religion without dogmas and commandments, without God and
without any need to believe, tolerating all and everything as no religion at all, but as a way of life most
suitable to the needs of post-modern Westerners. But is this an accurate image? In this book Buddhism is
introduced as a genuine religion, gentle and powerful, being as demanding as it is consoling. Buddhism
is certainly not a theistic faith, but neither is it a form of atheism or materialism. Rather it is a challenge
to both: a rich source of metaphysical, ethical and spiritual insight that has shaped and nourished
countless generations of followers all over Asia and that is now taking firm roots in the West.
With a foreword by Prof. Alfred Bloom. This completely new study of Japanese Shin Buddhism offers a
valuable combination of historical development, carefully selected readings with commentaries and
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illustrations. Widely welcomed both for its scope as course work reader and as a general introduction to
the subject.
A revealing look at the Jewish American encounter with Buddhism Today, many Jewish Americans are
embracing a dual religious identity, practicing Buddhism while also staying connected to their Jewish
roots. This book tells the story of Judaism's encounter with Buddhism in the United States, showing how
it has given rise to new contemplative forms within American Judaism—and shaped the way Americans
understand and practice Buddhism. Taking readers from the nineteenth century to today, Emily Sigalow
traces the history of these two traditions in America and explains how they came together. She argues
that the distinctive social position of American Jews led them to their unique engagement with
Buddhism, and describes how they incorporate aspects of both Judaism and Buddhism into their
everyday lives. Drawing on a wealth of original in-depth interviews conducted across the nation,
Sigalow explores how Jewish American Buddhists experience their dual religious identities. She reveals
how Jewish Buddhists confound prevailing expectations of minority religions in America. Rather than
simply adapting to the majority religion, Jews and Buddhists have borrowed and integrated elements
from each other, and in doing so they have left an enduring mark on the American consciousness.
American JewBu highlights the leading role that American Jews have played in the popularization of
meditation and mindfulness in the United States, and the profound impact that these two venerable
traditions have had on one another.
Today, Buddhism is the world's fourth-largest religion, with over 576 million followers worldwide.
Buddhists follow traditions and spiritual beliefs that were taught by Guatama Buddha, a revered wise
man. Guatama Buddha lived in the eastern part of the Indian subcontinent more than 2,400 years ago.
Although born into a royal family, he became concerned with the problem of suffering in the world and
spent years studying a variety of religions and philosophies. Eventually, he was "enlightened," and spent
the rest of his life teaching people the path to true happiness. Buddhism soon spread throughout Asia,
and today most Buddhists live in countries like China, Thailand, Japan, and Burma. This book describes
the origins and history of Buddhism, and sheds light on some of this religion's most important beliefs,
practices, and rituals. The MAJOR WORLD RELIGIONS series provides information about six of the
most important religious faiths practiced around the world. More than 75 percent of the world's
populationover 5.2 billion peopleobserves the tenets of one of these six religions. Each book in the series
describes the important beliefs of a particular religion, along with information about its history,
practices, and rituals. Each book in the series describes the important beliefs of a particular religion,
along with information about its history, practices, and rituals. Each title in this series includes color
photos throughout, and back matter including: an index and further reading lists for books and internet
resources, a timeline and organizations to contact. Key Icons appear throughout the books in this series
in an effort to encourage library readers to build knowledge, gain awareness, explore possibilities and
expand their viewpoints through our content rich non-fiction books. Key Icons in this series are as
follows:
This concise, readily understandable book is designed as a guide to one of the supreme scriptures of
Mahayana Buddhism: the Threefold Lotus Sutra. The first publication of the complete sutra in English
(Kosei, 1975) was widely acclaimed, and an ever-growing audience has been created for what is
certainly among the greatest of the world's religious documents. Like the Bible and the Koran, however,
the Threefold Lotus Sutra requires explanation by a gifted teacher, and it is for this reason that Niwano
has written this guide. Giving careful consideration to the relationships among the thirty-two chapters of
the sutra, he not only outlines the contents but also explains the major points.
This book introduces the rich realities of the Buddhist tradition and the academic approaches through
which they are studied. Based on personal experiences of Buddhism on the ground, it provides a
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reflective context within which religious practices can be understood and appreciated. The engaging
narratives cover a broad range of Buddhist countries and traditions, drawing on fieldwork to explore
topics such as ordination, pilgrimage, funerals, gender roles, and film-making. All the entries provide
valuable contextual discussion and are accompanied by photographs and suggestions for further reading.
Religion is a powerful expression of culture that is most obviously expressed in our relationships with
nature. As our major meeting point with nature is food, this provides a fertile field for cultivating the
wisdom that Professor Falvey concludes is the essence of all sustainability. By bringing sustainability,
agriculture, global issues, Buddhism, Christianity and a host of other factors into play, we see that our
motivations belie our rhetoric -- in environmental actions through to trade and aid. This open-spirited
book contains a wealth of analysis and alternative logics that make it essential to serious readers about
nature, the environment, spirituality and religion, Asia and ourselves. Beginning with science and
spirituality, the discussion moves from immortality to theology to literal misinterpretations and unifies
these themes around unacknowledged Western core values. Shifting to philosophy, ethics, and rights, an
ecological argument about our selective 'liberation' of nature is proffered as an introduction to global
issues, including traditional values of poor countries and lost traditions in the West. An engrossing
hybrid Oriental-Western dialectic allows chapters to be read alone or as part of an accumulating thesis.
Thus Buddhist and Christian teachings are applied to agriculture and sustainability -- and they are found
to be at one with each other. Whether it is biblical metaphor, karmic logic or enlightened self-interest,
the continuous thread of a strong suture stitches a complex set of subjects into a coherent sutra that will
vivify the current moribund dialogue between agriculture, science and religion. -- back cover.
Buddhism is not a way of harmony and cosmic unity, as Westerners tend to think. Although Buddhism
is a rapidly rising religion in the West, few Westerners know what Buddhism is like from the inside.
Steve, who made the journey from Buddhism to Christ, explains the Buddhist mind-set and worldview,
and makes useful points of comparison.
This historical introduction to Buddhism presents students with an engaging exploration of the diversity
of thoughts and practices of a wide segment of followers of the Buddha. It covers five main aspects of
Buddhism: ritual, devotionalism, doctrine, meditation, practice, and institutional history.
Christianity is no longer th dominant belief system in today's pluralistic culture. Eastern religions,
esecially, have attracted wide interest. Pressing the theological and dialogical dimensions of religious
pluralism, Vroom offers a broad study of the views of Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Islam,
especially their views on truth.
An in-depth chronology of the life and times of the Buddha, and how his teachings developed into
modern Buddhism
Buddhism in America provides the most comprehensive and up to date survey of the diverse landscape
of US Buddhist traditions, their history and development, and current methodological trends in the study
of Buddhism in the West, located within the translocal flow of global Buddhist culture. Divided into
three parts (Histories; Traditions; Frames), this introduction traces Buddhism's history and encounter
with North American culture, charts the landscape of US Buddhist communities, and engages current
methodological and theoretical developments in the field. The volume includes: - A short introduction to
Buddhism - A historical survey from the 19th century to the present - Coverage of contemporary US
Buddhist communities, including Theravada, Mahayana, and Vajrayana Theoretical and methodological
issues and debates covered include: - Social, political and environmental engagement - Race, feminist,
and queer theories of Buddhism - Secular Buddhism, digital Buddhism, and modernity - Popular culture,
media, and the arts Pedagogical tools include chapter summaries, discussion questions, images and
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maps, a glossary, and case studies. The book's website provides recommended further resources
including websites, books and films, organized by chapter. With individual chapters which can stand on
their own and be assigned out of sequence, Buddhism in America is the ideal resource for courses on
Buddhism in America, American Religious History, and Introduction to Buddhism.
This title was first published in 2001: From Sacred Text to Internet addresses two key issues affecting
the global spread of religion: first, the impact of new media on the ways in which religious traditions
present their messages, and second, the global relocation of religions in novel geographical and social
settings. The book offers extended studies of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism and a wide-ranging
survey chapter that refers to the presence on the Internet of many of the world's most influential
religions. The chapters explore the relationship between scholarly reconstructions of the life of Jesus and
representations of Jesus in contemporary popular cultures; the production and use of sacred images for
the Hindu mass market; how Buddhism is represented and spread in the West; the Islamization of Egypt,
its causes and influences; and the uses to which the Internet is put by religions as well as how
information technology has influenced the future shape of religion. The five textbooks and Reader that
make up the Religion Today Open University/Ashgate series are: o From Sacred Text to Internet o
Religion and Social Transformations o Perspectives on Civil Religion o Global Religious Movements in
Regional Context o Belief Beyond Boundaries o Religion Today: A Reader
A Monastery in Time is the first book to describe the life of a Mongolian Buddhist monastery—the
Mergen Monastery in Inner Mongolia—from inside its walls. From the Qing occupation of the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries through the Cultural Revolution, Caroline Humphrey and Hürelbaatar Ujeed
tell a story of religious formation, suppression, and survival over a history that spans three centuries.
Often overlooked in Buddhist studies, Mongolian Buddhism is an impressively self-sustaining tradition
whose founding lama, the Third Mergen Gegen, transformed Tibetan Buddhism into an authentic
counterpart using the Mongolian language. Drawing on fifteen years of fieldwork, Humphrey and Ujeed
show how lamas have struggled to keep Mergen Gegen’s vision alive through tremendous political
upheaval, and how such upheaval has inextricably fastened politics to religion for many of today’s
practicing monks. Exploring the various ways Mongolian Buddhists have attempted to link the past,
present, and future, Humphrey and Ujeed offer a compelling study of the interplay between the
individual and the state, tradition and history.
This anthology, first published in 1995, illustrates the vast scope of Buddhist practice in Asia, past and
present. Re-released now in a slimmer but still extensive edition, Buddhism in Practice presents a
selection of thirty-five translated texts--each preceded by a substantial introduction by its translator.
These unusual sources provides the reader with a sense of the remarkable diversity of the practices of
persons who over the course of 2,500 years have been identified, by themselves or by others, as
Buddhists. Demonstrating the many continuities among the practices of Buddhist cultures widely
separated by both history and geography, Buddhism in Practice continues to provide an ideal
introduction to Buddhism and a source of new insights for scholars.
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