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Journals Mid-fifties, 1954-1958
Howl
Featuring the legendary and groundbreaking poem “Howl,” this remarkable volume showcases a selection of Allen Ginsberg’s poems,
songs, essays, letters, journals, and interviews and contains sixteen pages of his personal photographs. One of the Beat Generation’s
most renowned poets and writers, Allen Ginsberg became internationally famous not only for his published works but for his actions
as a human rights activist who championed the sexual revolution, human rights, gay liberation, Buddhism and eastern religion, and
the confrontation of societal norms—all before it became fashionable to do so. He was also the dynamic leader of war protesters,
artists, Flower Power hippies, musicians, punks, and political radicals. The Essential Ginsberg collects a mosaic of materials that
displays the full range of Ginsberg’s mental landscape. His most important poems, songs, essays, letters, journals, and interviews are
displayed in chronological order. His poetic masterpieces, “Howl” and “Kaddish,” are presented here along with lesser-known and
difficult to find songs and prose. Personal correspondence with William Burroughs and Jack Kerouac is included as well as
photographs—shot and captioned by Ginsberg himself—of his friends and fellow rogues William Burroughs, Neal Cassady, and
more. Through his essays, journals, interviews, and letters, this definitive volume will inspire readers to delve deeper into a body of
work that remains one of the most impressive literary canons in American history.

Kaddish and Other Poems: 1958-1960
Great strange visionary poems by the author of Howl, "in the midst of the broken consciousness of mid-twentieth century . . ." In the
midst of the broken consciousness of mid-twentieth century suffering anguish of separation from my own body and its natural
infinity of feeling its own self one with all self, I instinctively seeking to reconstitute that blissful union which I experience so rarely. I
took it to be supernatural an gave it holy Name thus made hymn laments of longing and litanies of triumphancy of Self over mindillusion mechano-universe of un-feeling Time in which I saw my self my own mother and my very nation trapped desolate our worlds
of consciousness homeless and at war except for the original trembling of bliss in breast and belly of every body that nakedness
rejected in suits of fear that familiar defenseless living hurt self which is myself same as all others abandoned scared to own
unchanging desire for each other. These poems almost unconscious to confess the beatific human fact, the language intuitively chosen
as in trance & dream, the rhythms rising on breath from belly thru breast, the hymn completed in tears, the movement of the physical
poetry demanding and receiving decades of life while chanting Kaddish the names of Death in many worlds the self seeking the Key
to life found at last in our self.

The essential Neruda
Beat movement icon and visionary poet, Allen Ginsberg was one of the most influential poets of the twentieth century, and broke
boundaries with his fearless, pyrotechnic verse. The apocalyptic 'Howl', originally written as a performance piece, became the subject
of an obscenity trial when it was first published in 1956. It is considered to be one of the defining works of the Beat Generation,
standing alongside that of Burroughs, Kerouac, and Corso. In it, Ginsberg attacks what he saw as the destructive forces of
materialism and conformity in the United States at the time, and takes on issues of sex, drugs and race, simultaneously creating what
would become the poetic anthem for US counterculture.

Stygo
The People v. Ferlinghetti is the story of a rebellious poet, a revolutionary poem, an intrepid book publisher, and a bookseller
unintimidated by federal or local officials. There is much color in that story: the bizarre twists of the trial, the swagger of the lead
lawyer, the savvy of the young ACLU lawyer, and the surprise verdict of the Sunday school teachers who presided as judge. With a
novelist’s flair, noted free speech authorities, Ronald K. L. Collins and David Skover tell the true story of an American maverick who
refused to play it safe and who in the process gave staying power to freedom of the press in America. The People v. Ferlinghetti will be
of interest to anyone interested the history of free speech in American and the history of the Beat poets.

The Essential Ginsberg
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A tribute to Ginsberg's signature work, which stirred a generation of angel-headed hipsters to cultural rebellion. In 1956, City Lights,
a small San Francisco bookstore, published Allen Ginsberg's Howl and Other Poems with its trademark black-and-white cover. The
original edition cost seventy-five cents, but there was something priceless about its eponymous piece. Although it gave a voice to the
new generation that came of age in the conservative years following World War II, the poem also conferred a strange, subversive
power that continues to exert its influence to this day. Ginsberg went on to become one of the most eminent and celebrated writers of
the second half of the twentieth century, and "Howl" became the critical axis of the worldwide literary, cultural, and political
movement that would be known as the Beat generation. The year 2006 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of "Howl,"
and The Poem That Changed America will celebrate and shed new light on this profound cultural work. With new essays by many of
today's most distinguished writers, including Frank Bidart, Andrei Codrescu, Vivian Gornick, Phillip Lopate, Daphne Merkin, Rick
Moody, Robert Pinsky, and Luc Sante, The Poem That Changed America reveals the pioneering influence of "Howl" down through
the decades and its powerful resonance today.

City Lights Anthology
One of the central relationships in the Beat scene was the long–lasting friendship of Allen Ginsberg and Gary Snyder. Ginsberg
introduced Snyder to the East Coast Beat writers, including Jack Kerouac, while Snyder himself became the model for the serious poet
that Ginsberg so wanted to become. Snyder encouraged Ginsberg to explore the beauty of the West Coast and, even more lastingly,
introduced Ginsberg to Buddhism, the subject of so many long letter exchanges between them. Beginning in 1956 and continuing
through 1991, the two men exchanged more than 850 letters. Bill Morgan, Ginsberg's biographer and an important editor of his
papers, has selected the most significant correspondence from this long friendship. The letters themselves paint the biographical and
poetic portraits of two of America's most important—and most fascinating—poets. Robert Hass' insightful introduction discusses the
lives of these two major poets and their enriching and moving relationship.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica
Allen Ginsberg was the bard of the beat generation, and Howl, Kaddish and Other Poems is a collection of his finest work published
in Penguin Modern Classics, including 'Howl', whose vindication at an obscenity trial was a watershed moment in twentieth-century
history. 'I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness, starving hysterical naked' Beat movement icon and visionary
poet, Allen Ginsberg broke boundaries with his fearless, pyrotechnic verse. This new collection brings together the famous poems that
made his name as a defining figure of the counterculture. They include the apocalyptic 'Howl', which became the subject of an
obscenity trial when it was first published in 1956; the moving lament for his dead mother, 'Kaddish'; the searing indictment of his
homeland, 'America'; and the confessional 'Mescaline'. Dark, ecstatic and rhapsodic, they show why Ginsberg was one of the most
influential poets of the twentieth century. Allen Ginsberg (1926-97) was an American poet, best known for the poem 'Howl' (1956),
celebrating his friends of the Beat Generation and attacking what he saw as the destructive forces of materialism and conformity in
the United States at the time. He was inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Letters, was awarded the medal of Chevalier
de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the French Minister of Culture, won the National Book Award for The Fall of America and was a
co-founder of the Jack Kerouac School of Disembodied Poetics at the Naropa Institute, the first accredited Buddhist college in the
Western world. If you enjoyed Howl, Kaddish and Other Poems, you might like Jack Kerouac's On the Road, also available in
Penguin Modern Classics. 'The poem that defined a generation' Guardian on 'Howl' 'He avoids nothing but experiences it to the hilt'
William Carlos Williams

Collected Poems 1947-1997
Follows the counterculture escapades of members of the Beat generation as they seek pleasure and meaning while traveling coast to
coast.

Deliberate Prose
Planet News collecting seven years' Poesy scribed to 1967 begins with electronic politics disassociation & messianic rhapsody TV Baby
in New York, continues picaresque around the globe, elan perceptions notated at Mediterranean, Galilee & Ganges till

Analysis of the poem "Howl" by Allen Ginsberg
Whether criticizing the American government, protesting the war in Vietnam, or denouncing capitalism, Ginsberg gave voice to the
moral conscience of the nation. His personal essays on Jean Genet, Andy Warhol, Philip Glass, and others, give us compelling
portraits of his fellow artists. And his views on poetry, free speech, Buddhism, and the Beats reflect the concerns of the postwar
American culture he helped shape. Provocative, playful, eloquent, and of the moment, these essays offer a social history of modern
America that remind us of the events and issues that preoccupied the minds of a nation -- and one of its most influential citizens -- in
the postwar years.

Sad Dust Glories
Rainy night on Union Square, full moon. Want more poems? Wait till I’m dead.—Allen Ginsberg, August 8, 1990, 3:30 A.M. The
first new Ginsberg collection in over fifteen years, Wait Till I’m Dead is a landmark publication, edited by renowned Ginsberg
scholar Bill Morgan and introduced by award-winning poet and Ginsberg enthusiast Rachel Zucker. Ginsberg wrote incessantly for
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more than fifty years, often composing poetry on demand, and many of the poems collected in this volume were scribbled in letters or
sent off to obscure publications and unjustly forgotten. Wait Till I’m Dead, which spans the whole of Ginsberg’s long writing career,
from the 1940s to the 1990s, is a testament to Ginsberg’s astonishing writing and singular aesthetics. Following the chronology of his
life, Wait Till I’m Dead reproduces the poems together with extensive notes. Containing 104 previously uncollected poems and
accompanied by original photographs, Wait Till I’m Dead is the final major contribution to Ginsberg’s sprawling oeuvre, a must-read
for Ginsberg neophytes and longtime fans alike.

Reality Sandwiches
Seminar paper from the year 2014 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, , language: English, abstract:
"Howl" was written by Allen Ginsberg in 1955 and is probably the most important, most discussed and one of the best known poems of
the 20th century. Even its first public reading represents one of the major events on modern literary history (Gaughan 124). Ginsberg
was intensely influenced by people and events that surrounded him when writing "Howl". "Howl" is in a way what its title says: A
howl of a young man that is disgusted by the culture he finds himself in. Ginsberg provided a counter culture, in circles of likeminded friends. They framed the anger of a whole generation in their literature and formed a rebellious movement, the so called Beat
Movement (“Beat writers” 39). When "Howl" was published a fierce discussion started because the poem was different from the
common poetry of the 1950s concerning the content, the form and the language. "Howl" was also adapted in a 2010 experimental
movie by Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman, which shows there is still an interest and a fascination for Ginsberg’s poem, maybe
because the topic Ginsberg howls about is still relevant (Epstein).

Selected Poems
A who's who of post-World War II American modernism, the poetry of the 1950s and 1960s avant-garde.

Howl, Kaddish and Other Poems
2014 Reprint of 1956 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition Software. "Howl" is a
poem written by Allen Ginsberg in 1955, published as part of his 1956 collection of poetry titled "Howl and Other Poems." Ginsberg
began work on "Howl" as early as 1954. "Howl" is considered to be one of the great works of American literature. It came to be
associated with the group of writers known as the Beat Generation, which included Jack Kerouac and William S. Burroughs. There is
no foundation to the myth that "Howl" was written as a performance piece and later published by poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti of City
Lights Books. This myth was perpetuated by Ferlinghetti as part of the defense's case during the poem's obscenity trial, as detailed
below. Upon the poem's release, Ferlinghetti and the bookstore's manager, Shigeyoshi Murao, were charged with disseminating
obscene literature, and both were arrested. On October 3, 1957, Judge Clayton W. Horn ruled that the poem was not obscene. Poems
include: Howl -- Footnote To Howl -- A Supermarket in California -- Transcription of Organ Music -- Sunflower Sutra -- America -In the Baggage Room at Greyhound; Earlier Poems: An Asphodel -- Song -- Wild Orphan -- In Back of the Real.

Howl and Other Poems
"Following a disjointed, vision-like structure, The blind owl is the nightmarish exploration of the psyche of a madman"--Book jacket.

The Blind Owl
"An edge-of my sear immersion into historical eventsNo study of Alexander Hamilton would be complete without reading this book."
—Karen White, New York Times bestselling author "The best book of the year!" —Kate Quinn, New York Times bestselling author of
The Alice Network Wife, Widow, and Warrior in Alexander Hamilton’s quest for a more perfect union From the New York Times
bestselling authors of America’s First Daughter comes the epic story of Eliza Schuyler Hamilton—a revolutionary woman who, like
her new nation, struggled to define herself in the wake of war, betrayal, and tragedy. Perfect for fans of Ron Chernow's biography
Alexander Hamilton and fans of Lin-Manuel Miranda's Hamilton: the Musical. In this haunting, moving, and beautifully written
novel, Dray and Kamoie used thousands of letters and original sources to tell Eliza’s story as it’s never been told before—not just as
the wronged wife at the center of a political sex scandal—but also as a founding mother who shaped an American legacy in her own
right. A general’s daughter… Coming of age on the perilous frontier of revolutionary New York, Elizabeth Schuyler champions the
fight for independence. And when she meets Alexander Hamilton, Washington’s penniless but passionate aide-de-camp, she’s
captivated by the young officer’s charisma and brilliance. They fall in love, despite Hamilton’s bastard birth and the uncertainties of
war. A founding father’s wife But the union they create—in their marriage and the new nation—is far from perfect. From glittering
inaugural balls to bloody street riots, the Hamiltons are at the center of it all—including the political treachery of America’s first sex
scandal, which forces Eliza to struggle through heartbreak and betrayal to find forgiveness. The last surviving light of the
Revolution… When a duel destroys Eliza’s hard-won peace, the grieving widow fights her husband’s enemies to preserve Alexander’s
legacy. But long-buried secrets threaten everything Eliza believes about her marriage and her own legacy. Questioning her tireless
devotion to the man and country that have broken her heart, she’s left with one last battle—to understand the flawed man she married
and imperfect union he could never have created without her…

Allen Ginsberg
Written as a cultural weapon and call to arms, "Howl" touched a nerve in Cold War America and has been controversial from the
day it was first read aloud. This is a critical and historical study of the work, elucidating the nexus of politics and literature in which
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it was written.

My Dear Hamilton
In Stygo, Colorado, adults survive on the dreams they have of leaving. But this is a novel about a town that no one ever quite escapes.

Howl, and Other Poems
Poems by a modern master. "[Ginsberg's] powerful mixture of Blake, Whitman, Pound, and Williams, to which he added his own
volatile, grotesque, and tender humor, has assured him a memorable place in modern poetry."-- Helen Vendler

I Greet You at the Beginning of a Great Career
Over 180 well-chosen Imagist gems appear in this tribute to an important and influential poetic movement of the 20th century.
Includes short verse by Pound, Lawrence, Hilda Doolittle, Joyce, Stevens, others.

Howl on Trial
A collection of the popular poets work, including such favorites as "Howl," "A supermarket in California," "Kaddish," and
"Wichita Vortex Sutra"

On the Road
Recipient of the Nobel Prize for Literature and the International Peace Prize "The call for a more accessible collection of Neruda's
important poems is answered with City Lights' The Essential Neruda, a 200-page edition that offers 50 of Neruda's key poems."-- The
Bloomsbury Review This bilingual collection of Neruda's most essential poems is indispensable. Selected by a team of poets and
prominent Neruda scholars in both Chile and the U.S., this is a definitive selection that draws from the entire breadth and width of
Neruda's various styles and themes. An impressive group of translators that includes Alistair Reid, Stephen Mitchell, Robert Hass,
Stephen Kessler and Jack Hirschman, have come together to revisit or completely retranslate the poems; and a handful of previously
untranslated works are included as well. This selection sets the standard for a general, high--quality introduction to Neruda's complete
oeuvre. " The Essential Neruda will prove to be, for most readers, the best introduction to Neruda available in English. In fact, I can
think of few other books that have given me so much delight so easily. At only 234 pages (bilingual), it somehow manages to convey
the fullness of Neruda's poetic arc: Reading it is like reading the autobiography of a poetic sensibility (granted, the abridged
version)."--The Austin Chronicle "This book is a must-have for any reader interested in a definitive sampling of the most essential
poems by one whom many consider one of the best poets of the 20th century."--Mike Nobles, Tulsa World "What better way to
celebrate the hundred years of Neruda's glorious residence on our earth than this selection of crucial works-- in both languages -- by
one of the greatest poets of all time. A splendid way to begin a love affair with our Pablo or, having already succumbed to his infinite
charms, revisit him passionately again and again and yet again."--Ariel Dorfman, author of Konfidenz and The Nanny and the
Iceberg "If the notion had struck Pablo Neruda, I am quite sure that like Fernando Pessoa and Antonio Machado he would have
given birth to what the former called heteronyms. Like Pessoa especially, Neruda can be several poets according to where he is and
when and what his mood might be. It is quite fitting therefore that his work in this anthology be shared by various translators, for,
ideally, a translator is but another heteronym speaking in a different tongue and at a different time. Neruda is well served here by
these other voices of his."--Gregory Rabassa "The editors and translators know how to extract gold from a lifetime of prolific
writing. If you want a handy Neruda companion and don't know where to begin, this is it."--The Bloomsbury Review

King Lear
“The single most resonant and carefully imagined book of Dick’s career.” —New York Times It’s America in 1962. Slavery is legal
once again. The few Jews who still survive hide under assumed names. In San Francisco, the I Ching is as common as the Yellow
Pages. All because some twenty years earlier the United States lost a war—and is now occupied by Nazi Germany and Japan. This
harrowing, Hugo Award–winning novel is the work that established Philip K. Dick as an innovator in science fiction while breaking
the barrier between science fiction and the serious novel of ideas. In it Dick offers a haunting vision of history as a nightmare from
which it may just be possible to wake. Winner of the Hugo Award

The People v. Ferlinghetti
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it.
This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant
marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
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The Man in the High Castle
American Scream
Basho, one of the greatest of Japanese poets and the master of haiku, was also a Buddhist monk and a life-long traveller. His poems
combine 'karumi', or lightness of touch, with the Zen ideal of oneness with creation. Each poem evokes the natural world - the cherry
blossom, the leaping frog, the summer moon or the winter snow - suggesting the smallness of human life in comparison to the vastness
and drama of nature. Basho himself enjoyed solitude and a life free from possessions, and his haiku are the work of an observant eye
and a meditative mind, uncluttered by materialism and alive to the beauty of the world around him.

Wait Till I'm Dead
In 1977, twenty years after the publication of his landmark poem 'Howl' and Jack Kerouac's On the Road, Allen Ginsberg decided it
was time to teach a course on the literary history of the Beat Generation. In The Best Minds of My Generation - a compilation of
lectures from the course, expertly edited by renowned Beats scholar, Bill Morgan - Ginsberg gives us the convoluted origin story of the
'Beat' idea. Amongst anecdotes of meeting Kerouac, Burroughs and other figures for the first time, Ginsberg elucidates the
importance of music, and particularly jazz rhythms, to Beat writing, discusses their many influences - literary, pharmaceutical and
spiritual - and paints a portrait of a group who were leading a literary revolution. A unique document that works both as historical
record and unconventional memoir, The Best Minds of My Generation is a vivid, personal and eye-opening look at one of the most
important literary movements of the twentieth century.

Imagist Poetry
"Howl" is a poem written by Allen Ginsberg in 1955, published as part of his 1956 collection of poetry titled "Howl and Other
Poems." Ginsberg began work on "Howl" as early as 1954. "Howl" is considered to be one of the great works of American literature.
It came to be associated with the group of writers known as the Beat Generation, which included Jack Kerouac and William S.
Burroughs. There is no foundation to the myth that "Howl" was written as a performance piece and later published by poet Lawrence
Ferlinghetti of City Lights Books. This myth was perpetuated by Ferlinghetti as part of the defense's case during the poem's obscenity
trial, as detailed below. Upon the poem's release, Ferlinghetti and the bookstore's manager, Shigeyoshi Murao, were charged with
disseminating obscene literature, and both were arrested. On October 3, 1957, Judge Clayton W. Horn ruled that the poem was not
obscene. Poems include: Howl -- Footnote To Howl -- A Supermarket in California -- Transcription of Organ Music -- Sunflower
Sutra -- America -- In the Baggage Room at Greyhound; Earlier Poems: An Asphodel -- Song -- Wild Orphan -- In Back of the Real.

On Love and Barley
A new preface by the author updates this reissue of a seminal biography of the counter culture icon, by a luminary of the 1960s
underground Allen Ginsberg occupies a significant and enduring position in American literature. Following Ginsberg's death in 1997,
Barry Miles has drawn on both his long friendship with the poet and on Ginsberg's journals and correspondence to produce an
immensely detailed and fascinating account of one of the 20th century's most extraordinary poets.

The Poem That Changed America
"Reality Sandwiches" is a book of poetry by Allen Ginsberg published in 1963. The title comes from one of the included poems, "On
Burroughs' Work": "A naked lunch is natural to us,/we eat reality sandwiches." The book is dedicated to friend and fellow Beat poet
Gregory Corso. Despite Ginsberg's feeling that this collection was not his most significant, the poems still represent Ginsberg at a peak
period of his craft. Contents: My Alba Sakyamuni Coming Out From The Mountain The Green Automobile Havana 1953 Siesta In
Xbalba And Return To The States On Burroughs' Work Love Poem On Theme By Whitman Over Kansas Malest Cornifici Tuo Catullo
Dream Record: June 8, 1955 Fragment 1956 A Strange New Cottage In Berkeley Sather Gate Illumination Scribble Afternoon Seattle
Psalm III Tears Ready To Roll Wrote This Last Night Squeal American Change 'Back On Times Square, Dreaming Of Times Square'
My Sad Self Battleship Newsreel I Beg You Come Back & Be Cheerful To An Old Poet In Peru Aether Fearfully Waiting Answer, A
Magic Universe Have Felt Same Before Soundy Time, I Hear Again! Einstein Books' edition of "Reality Sandwiches" contains
supplementary texts: * Selected Poems From Empty Mirror, By Allen Ginsberg. * Howl, By Allen Ginsberg. * A Few Selected Quotes
Of Allen Ginsberg.

Howl, and Other Poems
Includes 29 poems revolving around the title, selections written for oral readings with jazz accompaniment, and 13 previously
published poems

White Shroud
A journal account of the poet's emotions, affairs, friendships, family relationships, and travels during the mid-1950s and of the
events and discoveries that shaped his controversial poetry
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When I Was a Poet
First published in 1956, Allen Ginsberg's Howl is a prophetic masterpiece—an epic raging against dehumanizing society that
overcame censorship trials and obscenity charges to become one of the most widely read poems of the century. This annotated version
of Ginsberg's classic is the poet's own re-creation of the revolutionary work's composition process—as well as a treasure trove of
anecdotes, an intimate look at the poet's writing techniques, and a veritable social history of the 1950s.

The Selected Letters of Allen Ginsberg and Gary Snyder, 1956-1991
This is the only volume to bring together all of Allen Ginsberg's published verse in its entirety, celebrating half a century of brilliant
work from one of America's greatest poets. Presented chronologically, it sets Ginsberg's verse against the story of his extraordinary
life: from his most famous landmark works 'Howl' and 'Kaddish' to the poems of White Shroud and Cosmopolitan Greetings, and on
to his later writings such as the caustically funny 'Death and Fame', the provocative 'New Democracy Wish List' and the elegiac
'Things I'll Not Do (Nostalgia)'. Ginsberg, as chief figure among the Beats, fomented a social and political revolution, yet his
groundbreaking verse also changed the course of American poetry with its freewheeling spontaneity, rawness, honesty and energy.
Also containing illustrations by Ginsberg's artist friends, illuminating notes to the poems, original prefaces and photographs, this is
the essential record of one of the most influential voices in twentieth century poetry.

The Best Minds of My Generation
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of Howl and Other Poems, with nearly one million copies in print, City Lights presents the story of
editing, publishing and defending Allen Ginsberg’s landmark poem within a broader context of obscenity issues and censorship of
literary works. This collection begins with an introduction by publisher Lawrence Ferlinghetti, who shares his memories of hearing
Howl first read at the 6 Gallery, of his arrest and of the subsequent legal defense of Howl’s publication. Never-before-published
correspondence of Ginsberg, Ferlinghetti, Kerouac, Gregory Corso, John Hollander, Richard Eberhart and others provides an indepth commentary on the poem’s ethical intent and its social significance to the author and his contemporaries. A section on the public
reaction to the trial includes newspaper reportage, op-ed pieces by Ginsberg and Ferlinghetti and letters to the editor from the public,
which provide fascinating background material on the cultural climate of the mid-1950s. A timeline of literary censorship in the
United States places this battle for free expression in a historical context. Also included are photographs, transcripts of relevant trial
testimony, Judge Clayton Horn’s decision and its ramifications and a long essay by Albert Bendich, the ACLU attorney who defended
Howl on constitutional grounds. Editor Bill Morgan discusses more recent challenges to Howl in the late 1980s and how the fight
against censorship continues today in new guises.

A Coney Island of the Mind
As Ever
A dual milestone in City Lights history, When I Was a Poet is number 60 of the famous Pocket Poets Series, as well as our first book
of poems by legendary Beat author David Meltzer. The title piece is an ambitious late work by a master at the height of his powers, a
spiritual assessment of the meaning of a lifetime spent writing poetry. Also included are portraits of key figures in the poet's life,
including his parents, his late wife and musical partner Tina Meltzer, and Semina artist Wallace Berman, as well as "California
Dreamin'," a reminiscence of Beat-era bohemian life. Meltzer's wide-ranging musical knowledge manifests itself in "A Slew of
Blues" as well as poems devoted to the likes of Art Pepper and Nusrat Ali Khan, while his esoteric interests are embodied in a series of
mystical "amulets." The book's final section contains two more major works, the eight-part serial poem "Night Reals" and "Dogma,"
a modernist counterpoint to the autobiographical title piece. With its profound meditations on love, loss, aging and death, When I Was
a Poet is a substantial contribution to American poetry by one of its greatest living practitioners. As Lawrence Ferlinghetti writes,
Meltzer is "one of the greats of post-WWII San Francisco poets and musicians."

Planet News: 1961-1967
The epigraph for Howl is from Walt Whitman: "Unscrew the locks from the doors!/Unscrew the doors themselves from their jambs!"
Announcing his intentions with this ringing motto, Allen Ginsberg published a volume of poetry which broke so many social

Howl
One of the longest relationships between a publisher and a writer, documented in an intimate correspondence spanning their respective
careers.
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