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Greenmantle
Not so long ago, in certain cities on the shores of the eastern Mediterranean, Muslims, Christians,
and Jews lived and flourished side by side. What can the histories of these cities tell us? Levant is a
book of cities. It describes three former centers of great wealth, pleasure, and freedom—Smyrna,
Alexandria, and Beirut—cities of the Levant region along the eastern coast of the Mediterranean.
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In these key ports at the crossroads of East and West, against all expectations, cosmopolitanism
and nationalism flourished simultaneously. People freely switched identities and languages,
released from the prisons of religion and nationality. Muslims, Christians, and Jews lived and
worshipped as neighbors.Distinguished historian Philip Mansel is the first to recount the colorful,
contradictory histories of Smyrna, Alexandria, and Beirut in the modern age. He begins in the
early days of the French alliance with the Ottoman Empire in the sixteenth century and continues
through the cities' mid-twentieth-century fates: Smyrna burned; Alexandria Egyptianized; Beirut
lacerated by civil war.Mansel looks back to discern what these remarkable Levantine cities were
like, how they differed from other cities, why they shone forth as cultural beacons. He also
embarks on a quest: to discover whether, as often claimed, these cities were truly cosmopolitan,
possessing the elixir of coexistence between Muslims, Christians, and Jews for which the world
yearns. Or, below the glittering surface, were they volcanoes waiting to erupt, as the catastrophes
of the twentieth century suggest? In the pages of the past, Mansel finds important messages for the
fractured world of today.

Turkish Memories
The present English translation reproduces the original German of Carl Brockelmann’s
Geschichte der Arabischen Litteratur (GAL) as accurately as possible. In the interest of userfriendliness the following emendations have been made in the translation: Personal names are
written out in full, except b. for ibn; Brockelmann’s transliteration of Arabic has been adapted to
comply with modern standards for English-language publications; modern English equivalents
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are given for place names, e.g. Damascus, Cairo, Jerusalem, etc.; several erroneous dates have
been corrected, and the page references to the two German editions have been retained in the
margin, except in the Supplement volumes, where new references to the first two English volumes
have been inserted.

The Secret of the Sahara
Louis XIV was a man in pursuit of glory. Not content to be the ruler of a world power, he wanted
the power to rule the world. And, for a time, he came tantalizingly close. Philip Mansel’s King of
the World is the most comprehensive and up-to-date biography in English of this hypnotic, flawed
figure who continues to captivate our attention. This lively work takes Louis outside Versailles and
shows the true extent of his global ambitions, with stops in London, Madrid, Constantinople,
Bangkok, and beyond. We witness the importance of his alliance with the Spanish crown and his
success in securing Spain for his descendants, his enmity with England, and his relations with the
rest of Europe, as well as Asia, Africa, and the Americas. We also see the king’s effect on the two
great global diasporas of Huguenots and Jacobites, and their influence on him as he failed in his
brutal attempts to stop Protestants from leaving France. Along the way, we are enveloped in the
splendor of Louis’s court and the fascinating cast of characters who prostrated and plotted within
it. King of the World is exceptionally researched, drawing on international archives and
incorporating sources who knew the king intimately, including the newly released correspondence
of Louis’s second wife, Madame de Maintenon. Mansel’s narrative flair is a perfect match for this
grand figure, and he brings the Sun King’s world to vivid life. This is a global biography of a
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global king, whose power was extensive but also limited by laws and circumstances, and whose
interests and ambitions stretched far beyond his homeland. Through it all, we watch Louis XIV
progressively turn from a dazzling, attractive young king to a belligerent reactionary who sets
France on the path to 1789. It is a convincing and compelling portrait of a man who, three
hundred years after his death, still epitomizes the idea of le grand monarque.

Slaves of One Master
The concentration of power in the caudillo (leader) is as much a formative element of Mexican
culture and politics as the historical legacy of the Aztec emperors, Cortez, the Spanish Crown, the
Mother Church and the mixing of the Spanish and Indian population into a mestizo culture.
Krauze shows how history becomes biography during the century of caudillos from the insurgent
priests in 1810 to Porfirio and the Revolution in 1910. The Revolutionary era, ending in 1940, was
dominated by the lives of seven presidents -- Madero, Zapata, Villa, Carranza, Obregon, Calles
and Cardenas. Since 1940, the dominant power of the presidency has continued through years of
boom and bust and crisis. A major question for the modern state, with today's president Zedillo, is
whether that power can be decentralized, to end the cycles of history as biographies of power.

The Insecure City
'Every time gardens welcomed us, we said to them,Aleppo is our aim and you are merely the
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route.' Al-Mutanabbi Aleppo lies in ruins. Its streets are plunged in darkness, most of its
population has fled. But this was once a vibrant world city, where Muslims, Christians and Jews
lived and traded together in peace. Few places are as ancient and diverse as Aleppo - one of the
oldest, continuously inhabited cities in the world - successively ruled by the Assyrian, Persian,
Greek, Roman, Arab, Ottoman and French empires. Under the Ottomans, it became the empire's
third largest city, after Constantinople and Cairo. It owed its wealth to its position at the end of
the Silk Road, at a crossroads of world trade, where merchants from Venice, Isfahan and Agra
gathered in the largest suq in the Middle East. Throughout the region, it was famous for its food
and its music. For 400 years British and French consuls and merchants lived in Aleppo; many of
their accounts are used here for the first time. In the first history of Aleppo in English, Dr Philip
Mansel vividly describes its decline from a pinnacle of cultural and economic power, a poignant
testament to a city shattered by Syria's civil war.

Aleppo
"Arresting … Stone’s Turkey breaks the popular mould and introduces its readers to a place
beyond their presumptions" —The Sunday Times In Turkey: A Short History the celebrated
historian Norman Stone deftly conducts the reader through the fascinating and complex story of
Turkey’s past, from the arrival of the Seljuks in Anatolia in the eleventh century to the modern
republic applying for EU membership in the twenty-first. It is an account of epic proportions,
featuring rapacious leaders such as Genghis Khan and Tamerlane, the glories of Sultan Süleyman
the Magnificent, and Kemal Atatürk, the reforming genius and founder of modern Turkey. For
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six hundred years Turkey was at the heart of the Ottoman Empire, a superpower that brought
Islam to the gates of Vienna and stretched to North Africa, the Persian Gulf, and the river Volga.
Stone examines the reasons for the astonishing rise and the long decline of this world empire and
how for its last hundred years it became the center of the Eastern Question, as the Great Powers
argued over a regime in its death throes. Then, as now, the position of Turkey—a country balanced
between two continents—provoked passionate debate. Stone concludes the book with a trenchant
examination of the Turkish republic created in the aftermath of the First World War, where East
and West, religion and secularism, and tradition and modernization are vibrant and sometimes
conflicting elements of national identity.

Libya
On the day that Paris fell to the Nazis, R. G. Waldeck was checking into the swankiest hotel in
Bucharest, the Athene Palace. A cosmopolitan center during the war, the hotel was populated by
Italian and German oilmen hoping to secure new business opportunities in Romania, international
spies cloaked in fake identities, and Nazi officers whom Waldeck discovered to be intelligent but
utterly bloodless. A German Jew and a reporter for Newsweek, Waldeck became a close observer
of the Nazi invasion. As King Carol first tried to placate the Nazis, then abdicated the throne in
favor of his son, Waldeck was dressing for dinners with diplomats and cozying up to Nazi officers
to get insight and information. From her unique vantage, she watched as Romania, a country with
a pro-totalitarian elite and a deep strain of anti-Semitism, suffered civil unrest, a German
invasion, and an earthquake, before turning against the Nazis. A striking combination of social
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intimacy and disinterest political analysis, Athene Palace evokes the elegance and excitement of
the dynamic international community in Bucharest before the world had comes to grips with the
horrors of war and genocide. Waldeck’s account strikingly presents the finely wrought surface of
dinner parties, polite discourse, and charisma, while recognizing the undercurrents of violence
and greed that ran through the denizens of Athene Palace.

Arabs
'A first-rate study that not only goes far in explaining the key events of the last decade but also
implicitly substantiates the classic Crane Brinton analysis.'Bernard Weiss, History: Review of
New Books

History of the Arabic Written Tradition Supplement Volume 3 - i
A piece of modern Greek history worthy of Thucydides

Plundered Empire
Offers an in-depth analysis of Muammar Qaddafi's complete reign in Libya, from his bloodless
coup in 1969 to his institution of policies that mirrored his personal vision to his downfall during
the 2011 revolt.
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Portrait of a Turkish Family
Greenmantle is the second of John Buchan’s novels to feature Richard Hannay, a Scottish
intelligence office in the British army, and as such is the sequel to The Thirty-Nine Steps. The
book gives the account of Hannay and his associate’s separate journeys through war-torn Europe
to Constantinople to thwart an uprising that is poised to throw the Middle East, India, and North
Africa into disarray, changing the course of the war. The book was popular when first published
and although it has never been made into a film, the director Alfred Hitchcock was said to prefer
Greenmantle to The Thirty-Nine Steps, and considered filming it on several occasions. This book
is part of the Standard Ebooks project, which produces free public domain ebooks.

The Iranian Mojahedin
Travels in Southern Europe and the Levant, 1810-1817
This history of Middle Eastern women is the first to survey gender relations in the Middle East
from the earliest Islamic period to the present. Outstanding scholars analyze a rich array of
sources ranging from histories, biographical dictionaries, law books, prescriptive treatises, and
archival records, to the Traditions (hadith) of the Prophet and imaginative works like the
Thousand and One Nights, to modern writings by Middle Eastern women and by Western writers.
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They show that gender boundaries in the Middle East have been neither fixed nor immutable:
changes in family patterns, religious rituals, socio-economic necessity, myth and ideology—and not
least, women’s attitudes—have expanded or circumscribed women’s roles and behavior through
the ages.

Mexico
This book examines historical evidence from the last 2000 years to analyse earthquakes in the
eastern Mediterranean and Middle East. Early chapters review techniques of historical
seismology, while the main body of the book comprises a catalogue of more than 4000 earthquakes
identified from historical sources. Each event is supported by textual evidence extracted from
primary sources and translated into English. Covering southern Rumania, Greece, Turkey,
Lebanon, Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Syria, and Iraq, the book documents past seismic events, places
them in a broad tectonic framework, and provides essential information for those attempting to
prepare for, and mitigate the effects of, future earthquakes and tsunamis in these countries. This
volume is an indispensable reference for researchers studying the seismic history of the eastern
Mediterranean and Middle East, including archaeologists, historians, earth scientists, engineers
and earthquake hazard analysts. A parametric catalogue of these seismic events can be
downloaded from www.cambridge.org/9780521872928.

Women in Middle Eastern History
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Levant is a book of cities. It describes the role of Smyrna, Alexandria and Beirut as windows on
the world, escapes from nationality and tradition, centres of wealth, pleasure and freedom. By
their mix of races and religions, they challenge stereotypes. France and Britain liberated the area
through their schools, while conquering it through arms. They were not only manipulators but
manipulated, often invited in by local factions. Smyrna, Alexandria and Beirut were both pacifiers
and stimulants of nationalism. Nasser was born in Alexandria, Smyrna and Beirut became centres
of Turkish and Arab nationalism. Using unpublished family papers Philip Mansel describes their
colourful, contradictory history, from the beginning of the French alliance with the Ottoman
Empire in the sixteenth century to their decline in the mid twentieth century. Smyrna was burnt;
Alexandria Egyptianised; Beirut lacerated by civil war. Levant is the first history in English of
these cities in the modern age. Levant is also a challenge from history. It is about ourselves; it
shows how Muslims, Christians and Jews live together in cities. Levantine compromises, putting
deals befor ideals, pragmatism before ideology, made these cities work, until states reclaimed them
for nationalism. Smyrna, Alexandria and Beirut have a message for today. The new Levantine
cities of the twenty-first century, with comparable mixes of races and religions, are London, Paris
and New York.

The Age of Revolution
The shadow war between Israel and Iran has been raging for more than three decades, ever since
the Iranian revolution of 1979 ushered in a fundamentalist regime whose sworn enemies have
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consistently included, first and foremost, Israel and the United States. Israel, especially, has borne
the brunt of attacks from Iran's two most powerful proxies--Hamas in the Gaza Strip and
Hezbollah in Lebanon. Iran's nuclear ambitions raise the stakes immeasurably. Israel vs. Iran
evaluates the threat to Israel's security posed by a nuclear Iran, including competing perceptions
of the threat, and analyz.

Earthquakes in the Mediterranean and Middle East
Philip Mansel's highly acclaimed history absorbingly charts the interaction between the vibrantly
cosmopolitan capital of Constantinople - the city of the world's desire - and its ruling family. In
1453, Mehmed the Conqueror entered Constantinople on a white horse, beginning an Ottoman
love affair with the city that lasted until 1924, when the last Caliph hurriedly left on the Orient
Express. For almost five centuries Constantinople, with its enormous racial and cultural diversity,
was the centre of the dramatic and often depraved story of an extraordinary dynasty.

From Sketch-Book and Diary
Fifteen years after the end of a protracted civil and regional war, Beirut broke out in violence once
again, forcing residents to contend with many forms of insecurity, amid an often violent political
and economic landscape. Providing a picture of what ordinary life is like for urban dwellers
surviving sectarian violence, The Insecure City captures the day-to-day experiences of citizens of
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Beirut moving through a war-torn landscape. While living in Beirut, Kristin Monroe conducted
interviews with a diverse group of residents of the city. She found that when people spoke about
getting around in Beirut, they were also expressing larger concerns about social, political, and
economic life. It was not only violence that threatened Beirut’s ordinary residents, but also class
dynamics that made life even more precarious. For instance, the installation of checkpoints and
the rerouting of traffic—set up for the security of the elite—forced the less fortunate to alter their
lives in ways that made them more at risk. Similarly, the ability to pass through security blockades
often had to do with an individual’s visible markers of class, such as clothing, hairstyle, and type
of car. Monroe examines how understandings and practices of spatial mobility in the city reflect
social differences, and how such experiences led residents to be bitterly critical of their
government. In The Insecure City, Monroe takes urban anthropology in a new and meaningful
direction, discussing traffic in the Middle East to show that when people move through Beirut they
are experiencing the intersection of citizen and state, of the more and less privileged, and, in
general, the city’s politically polarized geography.

King of the World
This unique literary collection offers a window on the contemporary Levant, a region comprising
most of Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine, Israel, Cyprus, parts of southern Turkey and
northwestern Iraq, and the Sinai Peninsula. Originally written in Arabic, French, Aramaic,
Lebanese, Egyptian, and Hebrew, and reflecting an extraordinary diversity of cultures, faiths,
traditions, and languages, the selections in this book also convey a wide range of ideas and
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perspectives, to offer readers a nuanced understanding of the mosaic that is the contemporary
Middle East. Franck Salameh, who compiled this anthology over the course of more than two
decades, introduces and annotates each selection for the benefit of the uninitiated reader, offering
background on the various peoples and politics of the Levant. In these pages, we discover a Middle
East in which, as one writer puts it, “an Armenian and a Turk can still hold hands in the midst of
massacres.”

Ionian Vision
An astonishing retelling of twentieth-century history from the Ottoman perspective, delivering
profound new insights into World War I and the contemporary Middle East Between 1911 and
1922, a series of wars would engulf the Ottoman Empire and its successor states, in which the
central conflict, of course, is World War I—a story we think we know well. As Sean McMeekin
shows us in this revelatory new history of what he calls the “wars of the Ottoman succession,” we
know far less than we think. The Ottoman Endgame brings to light the entire strategic narrative
that led to an unstable new order in postwar Middle East—much of which is still felt today. The
Ottoman Endgame: War, Revolution, and the Making of the Modern Middle East draws from
McMeekin’s years of groundbreaking research in newly opened Ottoman and Russian archives.
With great storytelling flair, McMeekin makes new the epic stories we know from the Ottoman
front, from Gallipoli to the exploits of Lawrence in Arabia, and introduces a vast range of new
stories to Western readers. His accounts of the lead-up to World War I and the Ottoman
Empire’s central role in the war itself offers an entirely new and deeper vision of the conflict.
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Harnessing not only Ottoman and Russian but also British, German, French, American, and
Austro-Hungarian sources, the result is a truly pioneering work of scholarship that gives full
justice to a multitiered war involving many belligerents. McMeekin also brilliantly reconceives our
inherited Anglo-French understanding of the war’s outcome and the collapse of the empire that
followed. The book chronicles the emergence of modern Turkey and the carve-up of the rest of the
Ottoman Empire as it has never been told before, offering a new perspective on such issues as the
ethno-religious bloodletting and forced population transfers which attended the breakup of
empire, the Balfour Declaration, the toppling of the caliphate, and the partition of Iraq and
Syria—bringing the contemporary consequences into clear focus. Every so often, a work of history
completely reshapes our understanding of a subject of enormous historical and contemporary
importance. The Ottoman Endgame is such a book, an instantly definitive and thrilling example of
narrative history as high art.

Athene Palace
Michael Witzel persuasively demonstrates the prehistoric origins of most of the mythologies of
Eurasia and the Americas ('Laurasia').

Africans
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The Ottoman Endgame
The Treaty of Ghent signed in 1814, ending the War of 1812, allowed Americans once again to
travel abroad. Medical students went to Paris, artists to Rome, academics to Göttingen, and
tourists to all European capitals. More intrepid Americans ventured to Athens, to Constantinople,
and even to Egypt. Beginning with two eighteenth-century travelers, this book then turns to the
25-year period after 1815 that saw young men from East Coast cities, among them graduates of
Harvard, Yale, and Columbia, traveling to the lands of the Bible and of the Greek and Latin
authors they had first known as teenagers. Naval officers off ships of the Mediterranean squadron
visited Cairo to see the pyramids. Two groups went on business, one importing steam-powered
rice and cotton mills from New York, the other exporting giraffes from the Kalahari Desert for
wild animal shows in New York. Drawing on unpublished letters and diaries together with
previously neglected newspaper accounts, as well as a handful of published accounts, this book
offers a new look at the early American experience in Egypt and the eastern Mediterranean world.
More than thirty illustrations complement the stories told by the travelers themselves.

Judeans in Babylonia
Levant is a book of cities. It describes the role of Smyrna, Alexandria and Beirut as windows on
the world, escapes from nationality and tradition, centres of wealth, pleasure and freedom. By
their mix of races and religions, they challenge stereotypes. France and Britain liberated the area
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through their schools, while conquering it through arms. They were not only manipulators but
manipulated, often invited in by local factions. Smyrna, Alexandria and Beirut were both pacifiers
and stimulants of nationalism. Nasser was born in Alexandria, Smyrna and Beirut became centres
of Turkish and Arab nationalism. Using unpublished family papers Philip Mansel describes their
colourful, contradictory history, from the beginning of the French alliance with the Ottoman
Empire in the sixteenth century to their decline in the mid twentieth century. Smyrna was burnt;
Alexandria Egyptianised; Beirut lacerated by civil war. Levant is the first history in English of
these cities in the modern age. Levant is also a challenge from history. It is about ourselves; it
shows how Muslims, Christians and Jews live together in cities. Levantine compromises, putting
deals befor ideals, pragmatism before ideology, made these cities work, until states reclaimed them
for nationalism. Smyrna, Alexandria and Beirut have a message for today. The new Levantine
cities of the twenty-first century, with comparable mixes of races and religions, are London, Paris
and New York.

Ottoman Empire: Devlet-i Aliye
Levant
Perched at the tip of Europe, gazing across to the shores of Asia, Istanbul remains as much a city
of crossroads as it has been for the past two millennia. The history of this fabled
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metropolis--known at first as Byzantion, then Constantinople, and now Istanbul--is glorious,
grandiose, and astounding. No other city has stood at the center of world events for so long, a
home to great empires and diverse cultures from the Greeks to the Romans, the Italians to the
Armenians, the Ottomans to the modern Turks. Prizewinning historian Thomas F. Madden's
tremendous new biography of this mysterious city captures centuries of triumph and defeat, riches
and poverty, seen through the lives of those who inhabited it: the emperors and empresses,
craftsmen and architects, sailors and fishermen, street vendors and harem concubines. This book
propels the reader on a journey of Mediterranean commerce, thought, religion, and power,
running through ancient roads, wharfs, forums, and palaces. Excavating centuries of firsthand
accounts, Madden sets this history against the background of men and women who forever
changed their worlds, including Alexander the Great, Constantine, Empress Theodora, Mehmed
the Conqueror, Suleiman the Magnificent, and Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. Witness the construction
of the massive Theodosian Walls, the embellishment of rich Hagia Sophia, and the transformation
and revitalization of the Golden Horn district. From 667 BC to President Erdo?an's tumultuous
twenty-first century presidency, Madden's account not only questions how we think of Istanbul's
past, but also examines what we can learn from a people who have withstood invasion and threat
time and time again. Through the long gaze of Madden's stirring narrative, we experience the
strength of a people who endure at the intersection of faith, geography, and ideology.--Adapted
from dust jacket.

Israel Vs. Iran
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Looks at the history of the Middle East, recounts the lives of sultans, kings, pashas, emirs, and
shahs, and describes court life

Istanbul
Reproduction of the original: From Sketch-Book and Diary by Elizabeth Butler

Sultans in Splendor
Constantinople
A riveting, comprehensive history of the Arab peoples and tribes that explores the role of language
as a cultural touchstone This kaleidoscopic book covers almost 3,000 years of Arab history and
shines a light on the footloose Arab peoples and tribes who conquered lands and disseminated
their language and culture over vast distances. Tracing this process to the origins of the Arabic
language, rather than the advent of Islam, Tim Mackintosh-Smith begins his narrative more than
a thousand years before Muhammad and focuses on how Arabic, both spoken and written, has
functioned as a vital source of shared cultural identity over the millennia. Mackintosh-Smith
reveals how linguistic developments--from pre-Islamic poetry to the growth of script,
Muhammad's use of writing, and the later problems of printing Arabic--have helped and hindered
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the progress of Arab history, and investigates how, even in today's politically fractured post-Arab
Spring environment, Arabic itself is still a source of unity and disunity.

The Other Middle East
Levant
Prince of Europe
In a vast and all-embracing study of Africa, from the origins of mankind to the AIDS epidemic,
John Iliffe refocuses its history on the peopling of an environmentally hostile continent. Africans
have been pioneers struggling against disease and nature, and their social, economic and political
institutions have been designed to ensure their survival. In the context of medical progress and
other twentieth-century innovations, however, the same institutions have bred the most rapid
population growth the world has ever seen. Africans: The History of a Continent is thus a single
story binding living Africans to their earliest human ancestors.

The Latins in the Levant
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Providing extensive documentation, the book examines the mechanics, trials and tribulations of
plundering the Ottoman East for private and public collections in Europe. It helps document the
continuing debate about the ethics of museum collections.

Collapse and Transformation
American Travelers on the Nile
The Lily and the Lion
The years c. 1250 to 1150 BC in Greece and the Aegean are often characterised as a time of crisis
and collapse. A critical period in the long history of the region and its people and culture, they
witnessed the end of the Mycenaean kingdoms, with their palaces and Linear B records, and,
through the Postpalatial period, the transition into the Early Iron Age. But, on closer examination,
it has become increasingly clear that the period as a whole, across the region, defies simple
characterisation – there was success and splendour, resilience and continuity, and novelty and
innovation, actively driven by the people of these lands through this transformative century. The
story of the Aegean at this time has frequently been incorporated into narratives focused on the
wider eastern Mediterranean, and most infamously the ‘Sea Peoples’ of the Egyptian texts. In
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twenty-five chapters written by 25 specialists, Collapse and Transformation instead offers a tight
focus on the Aegean itself, providing an up-to date picture of the archaeology ‘before’ and ‘after’
‘the collapse’ of c. 1200 BC. It will be essential reading for students and scholars of the Aegean
and eastern Mediterranean regions, as well as providing data and a range of interpretations to
those studying collapse and resilience more widely and engaging in comparative studies.
Introductory chapters discuss notions of collapse, and provide overviews of the Minoan and
Mycenaean collapses. These are followed by twelve chapters, which review the evidence from the
major regions of the Aegean, including the Argolid, Messenia, and Boeotia, Crete, and the Aegean
islands. Six chapters then address key themes: the economy, funerary practices, the Mycenaean
pottery of the mainland and the wider Aegean and eastern Mediterranean region, religion, and the
extent to which later Greek myth can be drawn upon as evidence or taken to reflect any historical
reality. The final four chapters provide a wider context for the Aegean story, surveying the eastern
Mediterranean, including Cyprus and the Levant, and the themes of subsistence and warfare.

The Origins of the World's Mythologies
Matthew S. Hopper's wide-ranging history of the African diaspora and slavery in Arabia in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries examines the interconnected themes of enslavement,
globalization, and empire, and challenges previously held conventions regarding Middle Eastern
slavery and British imperialism. Linking the personal stories of enslaved Africans to the
impersonal global commodity chains their labor enabled, this provocative and deeply researched
study contradicts the conventional historiography that regards the Indian Ocean slave trade as
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fundamentally different from its Atlantic counterpart and disputes the triumphalist antislavery
narrative that attributes the end of the East African–Persian Gulf slave trade to the efforts of the
British Royal Navy.

Turkey: A Short History
In Judeans in Babylonia, Tero Alstola presents a comprehensive investigation of deportees in the
sixth and fifth centuries BCE. By using cuneiform documents as his sources, he offers the first
book-length social historical study of the Babylonian Exile, commonly regarded as a pivotal period
in the development of Judaism. The results are considered in the light of the wider Babylonian
society and contrasted against a comparison group of Neirabian deportees. Studying texts from
the cities and countryside and tracking developments over time, Alstola shows that there was
notable diversity in the Judeans' socio-economic status and integration into Babylonian society.

Levant
Part I of the book deals with 6 Centuries of Ottoman Empire's birth, growth, plateau and peak,
stagnation and then the eventual downfall. The book begins with the early days of the Turkic
tribes and the fall of the Seljuk Empire that ruled Anatolia. Then discusses the coming together of
the tribes into a one cohesive entity and then the growth into a state and then into a multi-ethnic,
multi-religious diverse empire. Along the way, the book discusses cultural aspects, interactions
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with the Persians, Greek, Russians, and later on the Western Powers. Part II discusses what
happened after the fall of the last sultans of the Empire, World War I and the next 4 decades of
the emergence of the modern country of Turkey under Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. Using high
resolutions images, photographs, newly made detailed maps, the authors discuss this very
important people, culture and country.
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