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Light Years It is often assumed that a recognisably modern sporting culture did not emerge until
the eighteenth century. The plethora of physical training and games that existed before 1700 tend
to fall victim to rigid historical boundaries drawn between "modern" and "pre-modern" sports,
which are concerned primarily with levels of regulation, organization and competitiveness.
Adopting a much broader and culturally based approach, the essays in this collection offer an
alternative view of sport in the early modern period. Taking into account a variety of competitive as
well as non-competitive forms of sport, physical training and games, the collection situates these
types of activities as institutions in their own right within the socio-cultural context of early-modern
Europe. Treating the period not only as a precursor of modern developments, but as an
independent and formative era, the essays engage with overlooked topics and sources such as court
records, self-narratives, and visual materials, and with contemporary discussions about space,
gender and postcolonial studies. By allowing for this increased contextualization of sport, the
collection is able to integrate it into more general historical questions and approaches. The volume
underlines how developments in early modern sport influenced later developments, whilst at the
same time being thoroughly shaped by contemporary notions of the body, status and honour. These
notions influenced not only the contemporary sporting fashion but the adoption of sports in elite
education, the use of sports facilities, training methods and modes of competition, thus offering a
more integrated idea of the place of sport in early modern society.
Sport and Militarism In this brilliant book of recollection, one of America's finest writers re-creates
people, places, and events spanning some fifty years, bringing to life an entire era through one
man's sensibility. Scenes of love and desire, friendship, ambition, life in foreign cities and New
York, are unforgettably rendered here in the unique style for which James Salter is widely admired.
Burning the Days captures a singular life, beginning with a Manhattan boyhood and then,
satisfying his father's wishes, graduation from West Point, followed by service in the Air Force as a
pilot. In some of the most evocative pages ever written about flying, Salter describes the
exhilaration and terror of combat as a fighter pilot in the Korean War, scenes that are balanced by
haunting pages of love and a young man's passion for women. After resigning from the Air Force,
Salter begins a second life, becoming a writer in the New York of the 1960s. Soon films beckon.
There are vivid portraits of actors, directors, and producers--Polanski, Robert Redford, and others.
Here also, more important, are writers who were influential, some by their character, like Irwin
Shaw, others because of their taste and knowledge. Ultimately Burning the Days is an illumination
of what it is to be a man, and what it means to become a writer. Only once in a long
while--Vladimir Nabokov's Speak, Memory or Isak Dinesen's Out of Africa--does a memoir of such
extraordinary clarity and power appear. Unconventional in form, Burning the Days is a stunning
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achievement by the writer The Washington Post Book World said "inhabits the same rarefied
heights as Flannery O'Connor, Paul Bowles, Tennessee Williams and John Cheever" --a rare and
unforgettable book. BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from James Salter's All That Is.
Much More Than a Game One of our country's most acclaimed and beloved entertainers, Steve
Martin has written a novella that is unexpectedly perceptive about relationships and life. Martin is
profoundly wise when it comes to the inner workings of the human heart. Mirabelle is the
"shopgirl" of the title, a young woman, beautiful in a wallflowerish kind of way, who works behind
the glove counter at Neiman Marcus "selling things that nobody buys anymore . . ." Slightly lost,
slightly off-kilter, very shy, Mirabelle charms because of all that she is not: not glamorous, not
aggressive, not self-aggrandizing. Still there is something about her that is irresistible. Mirabelle
captures the attention of Ray Porter, a wealthy businessman almost twice her age. As they
tentatively embark on a relationship, they both struggle to decipher the language of love--with
consequences that are both comic and heartbreaking. Filled with the kind of witty, discerning
observations that have brought Steve Martin critical success, Shopgirl is a work of disarming
tenderness.
Dusk and Other Stories Explores the nature and appeal of swimming, from the history of the
strokes to aspects of modern Olympic competition, as well as the author's personal experiences and
milestones in the sport.
NFL Football James Salter’s exalted place in American letters is based largely on the intense
admiration of other writers, but his work resonates far beyond the realm of fellow craftsmen,
addressing themes--youth, war, erotic love, marriage, life abroad, friendship--that speak to us all.
Following the publication of his first novel, Salter left behind a military career of great promise to
write full-time and--through decades of searching, exacting work--became one of American
literature’s master stylists. Only months before he died, at the age of eighty-nine, he agreed to serve
as the first Kapnick Writer-in-Residence at the University of Virginia, where he composed and
delivered the three lectures presented in this book and introduced by his friend and fellow novelist,
National Book Award-winning author John Casey. Salter speaks to us here with an easy intimacy,
sharing his unceasing enchantment with the books that made up his reading life, including works
by Balzac, Flaubert, Babel (whose prose is "like a handful of radium"), Dreiser, Céline, Faulkner.
These talks provide an invaluable opportunity to see the way in which a great writer reads. They
also offer a candid look at the writing life--the rejection letters, not one but two negative reviews in
the New York Times for the same book, writing in the morning or at night and worrying about
money during the long afternoons. Salter raises the question, Why does one write? For wealth? For
admiration, or a sense of "importance"? Confronting a blank sheet that always offers too many
choices, practicing a vocation that often demands one write instead of live, the answer for Salter
was creating a style that captured experience, in a world where anything not written down fades
away. Kapnick Foundation Distinguished Writer-in-Residence Lectures
A Whole New Ball Game Major League Baseball has enjoyed a long period of progress and
success. For over 118 years, events, institutions, people, and regulations have transformed it both in
the short and long run. The Making of Modern Baseball examines the development of Major
League Baseball, including the recruitment, entry, and performance of ballplayers from foreign
countries; the competitive balance or degree of parity that exists among teams within and between
the American and National League; expansion of new franchises located in the United States and
Canada; and the economic realities of the leagues given the demographics, distribution, and wealth
of their franchises' markets. Additionally, this book provides answers to such questions as: What
types of simple and complex methods exist to measure and analyze performances of players and
their teams? What has been the impact of free agency on ballplayers' salaries? How different are
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the gate receipts, total revenues, and valuations of large, midsized, and small market teams? The
Making of Modern Baseball takes the reader deep into Major League Baseball, making it a musthave for every fan and follower of the sport.
Soldiers Once and Still Traces the development of modern collegiate and professional sports,
explains how they reflect American culture, and looks at the role sports have played in
Americanizing immigrants
Sports and Physical Exercise in Early Modern Culture An extraordinary literary event, a major
new novel by the PEN/Faulkner winner and acclaimed master: a sweeping, seductive, deeply
moving story set in the years after World War II. From his experiences as a young naval officer in
battles off Okinawa, Philip Bowman returns to America and finds a position as a book editor. It is a
time when publishing is still largely a private affair—a scattered family of small houses here and in
Europe—a time of gatherings in fabled apartments and conversations that continue long into the
night. In this world of dinners, deals, and literary careers, Bowman finds that he fits in perfectly.
But despite his success, what eludes him is love. His first marriage goes bad, another fails to
happen, and finally he meets a woman who enthralls him—before setting him on a course he could
never have imagined for himself. Romantic and haunting, All That Is explores a life unfolding in a
world on the brink of change. It is a dazzling, sometimes devastating labyrinth of love and
ambition, a fiercely intimate account of the great shocks and grand pleasures of being alive.
National Pastime The institutional relationship between sport and the military appears to be
intensifying. In the US for example, which faced global criticism for its foreign policy during the
"war on terror," militaristic images are commonplace at sporting events. The growing global
phenomenon of conflating sport with war calls for closer analysis. This critical, interdisciplinary
and international book seeks to identify intersections of sport and militarism as a means to
interrogate, interrupt and intervene on behalf of democratic, peaceful politics. Viewing sport as a
crucial site in which militarism is made visible and legitimate, the book explores the connections
between sport, the military and the state, and their consequent impact on wider culture. Featuring
case studies on sports such as association football, baseball and athletics from countries including
the US, UK, Germany, Canada, South Africa, Brazil and Japan, each chapter sheds new light on
the shifting significance of sport in our society. This book is fascinating reading for all those
interested in sport and politics, the sociology of sport, communication studies, the ethics and
philosophy of sport, or military sociology.
Love Game What could be better than diving into cool water on a hot day? In this enormously
enjoyable and informative history of swimming, Eric Chaline sums up this most summery of
moments with one phrase: pleasure beckons at the water’s edge. Strokes of Genius traces the
history of swimming from the first civilizations to its current worldwide popularity as a sport, fitness
pastime, and leisure activity. Chaline explores swimming’s role in ritual, early trade and
manufacturing, warfare, and medicine, before describing its transformation in the early modern
period into a leisure activity and a competitive sport—the necessary precursors that have made it the
most common physical pastime in the developed world. The book celebrates the physicality and
sensuality of swimming—attributes that Chaline argues could have contributed to the evolution of
the human species. Swimming, like other disciplines that use repetitive movements to train the body
and quiet the mind, is also a means of spiritual awakening—a personal journey of discovery.
Swimming has attained the status of a cultural marker, denoting eroticism, leisure, endurance,
adventure, exploration, and excellence. Strokes of Genius shows that there is not a single story of
human swimming, but many currents that merge, diverge, and remerge. Chaline argues that
swimming will become particularly important as we look toward a warmer future in which our
survival may depend on our ability to adapt to life in an aquatic world.
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Baseball's Great Experiment Triumphant wins, gut-wrenching losses, last-second shots, underdogs,
competition, and loyalty—it’s fun to be a fan. But when a football player takes a hit to the head after
yet another study has warned of the dangers of CTE, or when a team whose mascot was born in an
era of racism and bigotry takes the field, or when a relief pitcher accused of domestic violence saves
the game, how is one to cheer? Welcome to the club for sports fans who care too much. In Loving
Sports When They Don’t Love You Back, acclaimed sports writers Jessica Luther and Kavitha A.
Davidson tackle the most pressing issues in sports, why they matter, and how we can do better. For
the authors, “sticking to sports” is not an option—not when our taxes are paying for the stadiums,
and college athletes aren’t getting paid at all. But simply quitting a favorite team won’t change
corrupt and deplorable practices, and the root causes of many of these problems are endemic in our
wider society. An essential read for modern fans, Loving Sports When They Don’t Love You Back
challenges the status quo and explores how we might begin to reconcile our conscience with our
fandom.
Strokes of Genius The most beguilingly seductive novel to date from the author of The Passion and
Sexing the Cherry. Winterson chronicles the consuming affair between the narrator, who is given
neither name nor gender, and the beloved, a complex and confused married woman. “At once a
love story and a philosophical meditation.” —New York Times Book Review.
The Last Headbangers One of the signature novels of the American 1960s, Couples is a book that,
when it debuted, scandalized the public with prose pictures of the way people live, and that today
provides an engrossing epitaph to the short, happy life of the “post-Pill paradise.” It chronicles the
interactions of ten young married couples in a seaside New England community who make a cult of
sex and of themselves. The group of acquaintances form a magical circle, complete with ritualistic
games, religious substitutions, a priest (Freddy Thorne), and a scapegoat (Piet Hanema). As with
most American utopias, this one's existence is brief and unsustainable, but the “imaginative quest”
that inspires its creation is eternal.
The Sports and Pastimes of the People of England When the colonies that became the USA were
still dominions of the British Empire they began to imagine their sporting pastimes as finer
recreations than even those enjoyed in the motherland. From the war of independence and the
creation of the republic to the twenty-first century, sporting pastimes have served as essential
ingredients in forging nationhood in American history. This collection gathers the work of an allstar team of historians of American sport in order to explore the origins and meanings of the idea
of national pastimes—of a nation symbolized by its sports. These wide-ranging essays analyze the
claims of particular sports to national pastime status, from horse racing, hunting, and prize
fighting in early American history to baseball, basketball, and football more than two centuries
later. These essays also investigate the legal, political, economic, and culture patterns and the
gender, ethnic, racial, and class dynamics of national pastimes, connecting sport to broader
historical themes. American National Pastimes chronicles how and why the USA has used sport to
define and debate the contours of nation. This book was published as a special issue of the
International Journal of the History of Sport.
Written on the Body A novel about a lonely mountain climber from the author of All That Is:
“Beautifully composed . . . will remind readers of Camus and Saint-Exupéry” (The Washington
Post). Vernon Rand is a charismatic figure whose great love—whose life, in fact—is climbing. He
lives alone in California, where he combats the drudgery of a roofing job with the thrill of climbing
in the nearby mountain ranges. Sure of only his talent and nerve, Rand decides to test himself in
the French Alps, with their true mountaineering and famed, fearsome peaks. He soon learns that
the most perilous moments are, for him, the moments when he feels truly alive. One of the great
novels of the outdoors, Solo Faces is as thrilling, beautiful, and immediate as the Alpine peaks that
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have enthralled climbers for centuries. This ebook features an illustrated biography of James Salter
including rare photos from the author’s personal collection.
The Making of Modern Baseball Szymanski and Zimbalist pay special attention to the rich and
complex evolution of baseball from its beginnings in America, and they trace modern soccer from
its foundation in England through its subsequent expansion across the world.
Burning the Days “[A] well–edited collection . . . More than friends and less than lovers, Salter and
Phelps were literary soul mates.” —Publishers Weekly It was James Salter’s third novel, A Sport
and a Pastime—together with his film Three and a script he had written for Downhill Racer—that in
1969 prompted Robert Phelps to write a letter of admiration. Though the two writers didn’t know
each other, their correspondence went on to span decades. The letters themselves are exceptionally
alive, uninhibited, gossipy, touching, and brilliant. The successes of Salter and the struggles of
Phelps are fully explored by the writers themselves in the kind of honest exchange only letters can
divulge. With an insightful foreword by Michael Dirda, this book gives voice to a nearly forgotten
figure and his friendship with a man he admired.
A Sport and a Pastime What economic rules govern sports? How does the sports business differ
from other businesses? Playbooks and Checkbooks takes a fascinating step-by-step look at the
fundamental economic relationships shaping modern sports. Focusing on the ways that the sports
business does and does not overlap with economics, the book uncovers the core paradox at the
heart of the sports industry. Unlike other businesses, the sports industry would not survive if
competitors obliterated each other to extinction, financially or otherwise--without rivals there is
nothing to sell. Playbooks and Checkbooks examines how this unique economic truth plays out in
the sports world, both on and off the field. Noted economist Stefan Szymanski explains how modern
sporting contests have evolved; how sports competitions are organized; and how economics has
guided antitrust, monopoly, and cartel issues in the sporting world. Szymanski considers the
motivation provided by prize money, uncovers discrepancies in players' salaries, and shows why the
incentive structure for professional athletes encourages them to cheat through performanceenhancing drugs and match fixing. He also explores how changes in media broadcasting allow
owners and athletes to play to a global audience, and why governments continue to publicly fund
sporting events such as the Olympics, despite almost certain financial loss. Using economic tools to
reveal the complex arrangements of an industry, Playbooks and Checkbooks illuminates the world
of sports through economics, and the world of economics through sports.
The Social Life of Books The lives of officers in an Air Force squadron in occupied Europe
encompass the contradictions of military experience and the men's response to a young newcomer,
bright and ambitious, whose fate is to be an emblem of their own. In Cassada, Salter captures the
strange comradeship of loneliness, trust, and alienation among military men ready to sacrifice all
in the name of duty and pride. After futile attempts at ordinary revision, Salter elected to begin with
a blank page, to compose an entirely new novel based upon the characters and events of his second
long unavailable novel, The Arm of Flesh. The result, Cassada, is a masterpiece.
Couples A compendium of selected works by the influential New York poet features poetry from "A
City in Winter" and his six other collections of poems, accompanied by an overview of his work and
influence on modern American literature.
Nation at Play As the world enters a new century, as it embarks on new wars and sees new
developments in the waging of war, reconsiderations of the last century’s legacy of warfare are
necessary to our understanding of the current world order. In Soldiers Once and Still, Alex Vernon
looks back through the twentieth century in order to confront issues of self and community in
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veterans’ literature, exploring how war and the military have shaped the identities of Ernest
Hemingway, James Salter, and Tim O’Brien, three of the twentieth century’s most respected
authors. Vernon specifically explores the various ways war and the military, through both cultural
and personal experience, have affected social and gender identities and dynamics in each author’s
work. Hemingway, Salter, and O’Brien form the core of Soldiers Once and Still because each
represents a different warring generation of twentieth-century America: World War I with
Hemingway, World War II and Korea with Salter, and Vietnam with O’Brien. Each author also
represents a different literary voice of the twentieth century, from modern to mid-century to
postmodern, and each presents a different battlefield experience: Hemingway as noncombatant,
Salter as air force fighter pilot, and O’Brien as army grunt. War’s pervasive influence on the
individual means that, for veterans-turned-writers like Hemingway, Salter, and O’Brien, the war
experience infiltrates their entire body of writing—their works can be seen not only as war literature
but also as veterans’ literature. As such, their entire postwar oeuvre, regardless of whether an
individual work explicitly addresses the war or the military, is open to Vernon’s exploration of war,
society, gender, and literary history. Vernon’s own experiences as a soldier, a veteran, a writer, and
a critic inform this enlightening critique of American literature, offering students and scholars of
American literature and war studies an invaluable tool for understanding war’s effects on the
veteran writer and his society.
Playbooks and Checkbooks With an introduction by John Banville. From his first published story
in the Paris Review in 1968, James Salter's stories have been universally acclaimed. Including his
two published collections, Dusk and Other Stories (1988) and Last Night (2005), and the previously
uncollected 'Charisma', this volume contains over twenty short stories by one of the finest writers of
our time. Concerning men and women in their most intimate moments, struggling with loss, desire,
or the burden of memory, each indelible narrative in the Collected Stories is marked by James
Salter's great literary grace, his ability to show the subtleties of a character or situation with
precision, and his equally assured ability to command reversals of fortune or shocking revelations.
'It's the short stories which make him one of the greatest writers of the last century and the present
one' Financial Times 'Writing that is bowstring-taut and carries considerable punch' Sunday
Times 'Salter's stories are masterpieces of poise and clarity, so much so that their dazzling surface
stillness often blinds you to the surprisingly bold risks' Metro
National Pastimes A singular life often circles around a singular moment, an occasion when one's
life in the world is defined forever and the emotional vocabulary set. For the extraordinary writer
James Salter, this moment was contained in the fighter planes over Korea where, during his young
manhood, he flew more than one hundred missions. James Salter is considered one of America's
greatest prose stylists. ''The Arm of Flesh ''(later revised and retitled ''Cassada'') and his first
novel, ''the Hunters, ''are legendary in military circles for their descriptions of flying and aerial
combat. A former Air Force pilot who flew F-86 fighters in Korea, Salter writes with matchless
insight about the terror and exhilaration of the pilot's life.
Selected Poems Shandee finds a friendly arm at a granite quarry. Ned drops down a hole in a golf
course. Luna meets a man made of light bulbs at a tanning parlor. So begins Nicholson Baker's
fuse-blowing, sex-positive escapade, House of Holes. Baker, the bestselling author of The
Mezzanine, Vox, and The Fermata, who 'writes like no one else in America' (Newsweek), returns to
erotic territory with a gleefully over-the-top novel set in a pleasure resort, where normal rules don't
apply. Visitors, pulled in via their drinking straws or the dryers in laundromats, can undergo
crotchal transfers . . . make love to trees . . . visit the Groanrooms and the twelve-screen
Porndecahedron . . . or pussy-surf the White Lake. It's very expensive, of course, but there are workstudy programs. In charge of day-to-day operations is Lila, a former hospital administrator whose
breast milk has unusual regenerative properties. Brimful of good-nature, wit, and surreal sexual
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vocabulary, House of Holes is a modern-day Hieronymous Boschian bacchanal that is sure to
surprise, amuse, and arouse.
Loving Sports When They Don't Love You Back Offers a history of African American exclusion
from baseball, and assesses the changing racial attitudes that led up to Jackie Robinson's
acceptance by the Brooklyn Dodgers
The Art of Fiction First published nearly a quarter-century ago and one of the very few short-story
collections to win the PEN/Faulkner Award, this is American fiction at its most vital—each
narrative a masterpiece of sustained power and seemingly effortless literary grace. Two New York
attorneys newly flush with wealth embark on a dissolute tour of Italy; an ambitious young
screenwriter unexpectedly discovers the true meaning of art and glory; a rider, far off in the fields,
is involved in an horrific accident—night is falling, and she must face her destiny alone. These
stories confirm James Salter as one of the finest writers of our time. BONUS: This edition includes
an excerpt from James Salter's All That Is.
Shopgirl To most Americans, baseball is just a sport; but to those who own baseball teams--and
those who play on them--our national pastime is much more than a game. In this book, Robert
Burk traces the turbulent labor history of American baseball since 1921. His comprehensive,
readable account details the many battles between owners and players that irrevocably altered the
business of baseball. During what Burk calls baseball's "paternalistic era," from 1921 to the early
1960s, the sport's management rigidly maintained a system of racial segregation, established a
network of southern-based farm teams that served as a captive source of cheap replacement labor,
and crushed any attempts by players to create collective bargaining institutions. In the 1960s,
however, the paternal order crumbled, eroded in part by the civil rights movement and the
competition of television. As a consequence, in the "inflationary era" that followed, both players
and umpires established effective unions that successfully pressed for higher pay, pensions, and
greater occupational mobility--and then fought increasingly bitter struggles to hold on to these hardwon gains.
Memorable Days Katharina Bonzel unravels the delicate matrix of national identity, sports, and
emotion through the lens of popular sports films in comparative national contexts.
Solo Faces Reaching as far back as ancient times, Ronojoy Sen pairs a novel history of India's
engagement with sport and a probing analysis of its cultural and political development under
monarchy and colonialism, and as an independent nation. Some sports that originated in India
have fallen out of favor, while others, such as cricket, have been adopted and made wholly India's
own. Sen's innovative project casts sport less as a natural expression of human competition than as
an instructive practice reflecting a unique play with power, morality, aesthetics, identity, and
money. Sen follows the transformation of sport from an elite, kingly pastime to a national obsession
tied to colonialism, nationalism, and free market liberalization. He pays special attention to two
modern phenomena: the dominance of cricket in the Indian consciousness and the chronic failure
of a billion-strong nation to compete successfully in international sporting competitions, such as
the Olympics. Innovatively incorporating examples from popular media and other unconventional
sources, Sen not only captures the political nature of sport in India but also reveals the patterns of
patronage, clientage, and institutionalization that have bound this diverse nation together for
centuries.
All That Is A multi-billion-dollar entertainment empire, the National Football League is a coast-tocoast obsession that borders on religion and dominates our sports-mad culture. But today's NFL
also provides a stage for playing out important issues roiling American society. The updated and
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expanded edition of NFL Football observes the league's centennial by following the NFL into the
twenty-first century, where off-the-field concerns compete with touchdowns and goal line stands for
headlines. Richard Crepeau delves into the history of the league and breaks down the new era with
an in-depth look at the controversies and dramas swirling around pro football today: Tensions
between players and Commissioner Roger Goodell over collusion, drug policies, and revenue; The
firestorm surrounding Colin Kaepernick and protests of police violence and inequality; Andrew
Luck and others choosing early retirement over the threat to their long-term health; Paul
Tagliabue's role in covering up information on concussions; The Super Bowl's evolution into a
national holiday. Authoritative and up to the minute, NFL Football continues the epic American
success story.
A Sport and a Pastime Captain Cleve Connell has already made a name for himself among pilots
when he arrives in Korea during the war there to fly the newly operational F–86 fighters against
the Soviet MIGs. His goal, like that of every fighter pilot, is to chalk up enough kills to become an
ace. But things do not turn out as expected. Mission after mission proves fruitless, and Connell
finds his ability and his stomach for combat questioned by his fellow airmen: the brash wing
commander, Imil; Captain Robey, an ace whose record is suspect; and finally, Lieutenant Pell, a
cocky young pilot with an uncanny amount of skill and luck. Disappointment and fear gradually
erode Connell's faith in himself, and his dream of making ace seems to slip out of reach. Then
suddenly, one dramatic mission above the Yalu River reveals the depth of his courage and honor.
Originally published in 1956, The Hunters was James Salter's first novel. Based on his own
experiences as a fighter pilot in the Korean War, it is a classic of wartime fiction. Now revised by
the author and back in print on the sixty–fifth anniversary of the Air Force, the story of Cleve
Connell's war flies straight into the heart of men's rivalries and fears.
Gods of Tin
The Hunters Cover -- Half Title -- Title -- Copyright -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -Introduction: Home Improvements -- 1. How to Read -- 2. Reading and Sociability -- 3. Using
Books -- 4. Access to Reading -- 5. Verse at Home -- 6. Drama and Recital -- 7. Fictional Worlds -8. Piety and Knowledge -- Afterword -- Notes -- Index -- A -- B -- C -- D -- E -- F -- G -- H -- I -- J -K -- L -- M -- N -- O -- P -- R -- S -- T -- V -- W -- Y -- Z
Swim Describes the earlier years of the NFL, when players hitchhiked to practice and stayed in
fleabag motels, and how the organization transformed into the corporate, scripted multibilliondollar spectacle it is today.
Cassada The astonishing novel and “tour de force” about a love affair in postwar France from the
iconic author of All That Is (The New York Times Book Review). Twenty-year-old Yale dropout
Phillip Dean is traveling Europe aimlessly in a borrowed car with little money. When he stops for a
few days in a church-quiet town near Dijon, he meets Anne-Marie Costallat, a young shop
assistant. The two begin an affair both carnal and innocent, and she quickly becomes to him the
real France, its beating heart and an object of pure longing. James Salter, author of Light Years
and the memoir Burning the Days, was an essential voice in the evolution of late twentieth-century
prose, a stylist on par with Updike and Roth who won the PEN/Faulkner Award for his collection
Dusk and Other Stories. One of the first great American novels to speak frankly of human desire
free of guilt and shame, A Sport and a Pastime inspired Reynolds Price to call it “as nearly perfect
as any American fiction I know.” This ebook edition features an illustrated biography of James
Salter including rare photos from the author’s personal collection.
House of Holes From the award-winning author James Salter and his wife, Kay - amateur chefs
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and terrific hosts - here is a lively, beautifully illustrated food lover's companion. With an entry for
each day of the year, Life Is Meals takes us from a Twelfth Night cake in January to a champagne
dinner on New Year's Eve. This is a book rich with culinary wisdom, history, recipes, literary
pleasures, and the authors' own stories of their triumphs - and catastrophes - in the kitchen.
Entries include: The menu on the Titanic on the fatal night The seductiveness of a velvety Brie or
the perfect martini How to decide whom to invite to a dinner party - and whom not to The greatest
dinner ever given at the White House Where in Paris Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter had
French onion soup at 4:00 a.m. How to cope with acts of god and man-made disasters in the
kitchen Sophisticated, practical, opinionated and indispensable, Life Is Meals is a tribute to the
glory of food and drink, and the joy of sharing them with others.
American National Pastimes - A History The growth and demise of a love affair is chronicled in
Salter's portrait of the relationship between a young Yale dropout and the provincial French girl
who becomes his mistress.
The Story of Sport in England This book gives a fascinating history of the English experience of
sport, following its development through the centuries from its earliest beginnings in social play
and pastimes, via its adoption as an alternative to the clock-watching routine of urban life, to its
modern incarnation as a global business. Key themes and issues in the evolution of sport are
examined, including: social structures, such as the division between amateurs and professionals the
growth of the popular press and the influence of television the post-war emergence of sports
‘welfarism’ and ‘sport for all’ globalization and commercialization. Looking ahead to the future,
the author asks whether our sports experience is turning full circle, and if in the twenty-first
century we are returning to a forgotten view of sport as a pastime and recreation.
Collected Stories This exquisite, resonant novel by PEN/Faulkner winner James Salter is a brilliant
portrait of a marriage by a contemporary American master. It is the story of Nedra and Viri, whose
favored life is centered around dinners, ingenious games with their children, enviable friends, and
near-perfect days passed skating on a frozen river or sunning on the beach. But even as he lingers
over the surface of their marriage, Salter lets us see the fine cracks that are spreading through it,
flaws that will eventually mar the lovely picture beyond repair. Seductive, witty, and elegantly
nuanced, Light Years is a classic novel of an entire generation that discovered the limits of its own
happiness—and then felt compelled to destroy it.
Life is Meals Tennis has never been played better than it is today. To watch Rafael Nadal spin a
forehand at 4000 rpm, Maria Sharapova arabesque out of a serve, Serena Williams utterly destroy
a short ball, or Roger Federer touch a volley into an impossibly angled winner is to watch not only
the best players with the best coaching hitting with the best racquets, it is to watch the culmination
of an entire history. Love Game is different from most tennis books—it isn’t a ghostwritten
biography, and it won’t teach you how to slice your serve. It’s a book about tennis’s grand culture,
one that unveils the sport’s long history as it lives and breathes (or grunts) in the modern game. No
one is better equipped to tell this story than novelist and historian Elizabeth Wilson. With a
penchant for tennis’s inherent drama, she finds its core: a psychological face off between
flamboyant personalities navigating the ebbs and flows of fortune in the confines of a 78 x 36–foot
box—whether of clay, grass, or DecoTurf. Walking the finely kempt lawns of Victorian England, she
shows how tennis’s early role as a social pastime that included both men and women—and thus, lots
of sexual tension—set it apart from most other sports and their dominant masculine appeal. Even
today, when power and endurance are more important than ever, tennis still demands that the body
behave gracefully and with finesse. In this way, Wilson shows, tennis has retained the vibrant
spectacle of human drama and beauty that have always made it special, not just to sports fans but to
popular culture. Telling the stories of all the greats, from the Renshaw brothers to Novak Djokovic,
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and of all the advances, from wooden racquets to network television schedules, Wilson offers a
tennis book like no other, keeping the court square in our sights as history is illuminated around it.
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